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Li To the very padly, and] 
rizht Noble Ladic, my Ladic 


Mary Stewart C ounteſe 


of Marre. | 
| > Taht noble a The 


£ Church of God  compard 
ÞXp by Salomon to 4 terrible 

<< :rmy, wherein are bands 
of ſtrong men,and valiant , Ifrze. 
lites expert in the warre, and that | 
can handle the Sword. <1nd ene- 
ry Booke of ſacred Scripture wee may 
| call, a ſeucrall Armor-houſe 6 furniſhd 
A 2 better 
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The Epiſtle TP 


better than that houſe of Lebanon, 
which Salomon ſfored with Shields 
and T argets of Gold. In it are wepons 
of War, both inuaſine, and defenſine, 

armor couenient for wucry ſtate of life, 

and meet for wer! kinde of battell, 

wherewith onr adi197ſaries are able to 
aſſault vs, Brit as Dauids Woorthies 
were #9t oll of one valor, for Abiſhai 
chicfe of the ſecond three, yet did not 
attainewntothi fort thre e + So haue 
not allthewarrionrs of Chriit, alike 
frenoth, and Sill to fieht the Lordes 
battills : And therefore we who are 
| Ent 7204ices in the ſpiritual warfare, 
45 wee ſhould bee carefull eucry day to 
put oa the compleate armarr of God, 
that we may ſtand, ſo ſhould wee alli. 


rently tahe hcede to ether walianut 


patience naue inhcrited the pro- 
miſes 
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Wreiilers, who Through faith and| 
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Dedicatory. j 


miles before vs, that we may learne | 
of them, how to weild our weapons in 
the ſpirituall w. wrfare . CAmmg ma- 
ny, whoſe baitells are reoftred 1 m the 
| booke of G 0d for onr infirnftii, I haue 
| here { or079: in worthy lacob,a wreſt- | 
ler,from the wemb, eucn to the day ef} | 
his death, who mm this h:« (ingular go 
moſt rare wreſtlins with God, lets ws | 
ſee an Imige of Goas wreſtlings with 
| his ch; Iar2s the varietie of tentations, | 
1 | whereby he prones 4's : and the means | 
'. | by whichwe fland. Sun1rie others be. 
| fore mee have written learnedlie, and | 
| | farge lie f th: s (164; but 1 hang la- - 
| boured 1s ſarre as 1 could, t91 ſchew 
' COiACident dottrine, and ha 212 Pr InCt- | 
pally ind .nour:d my felfe , ro ſcarch | 
| out ſach of ſ:rnations, as through ex- 
peries nce, by the grace of God , 1 hane 


—_ moſe comfort. ible for ſuch as | 


A ? are J | 
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1 - TheEpiſtle dedicatory. : 


are exerciſed in conſcience, And 
| theſe (right noble Ladie) 1haue been 
| bolde to dedicate wnto your Honour, 
as wnto onc, who hauing obtained 
| mercie of God , is through his grace 
aailie exerciſed in the ſpirituall war- 
| fare . CAccept it therefore as a teſti- 
| monte of that loue and reuerence that 
| 1 beare to that grace of God, which is 
| manifeſt in you : for the encreaſe 
whereof 1 dailie pray wnto God, that 
he would confirme you to the end, & 
bring forward his owne worke in you 


| f0 perfedtion. 
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| Your Ladiſhips in our com. | 


| | mon Sauiour , the Lord | 
| leſus | 


William Cowper, 
Miniſter at Perth. 
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CT he Conuo) of a kindely 
Friend. 
| 


| Ord intimate thy louc vnto mine heart, + 
Perſwade my ſoule, that I am alway thine, 
| Giue me a bleſſing, Lord, ere thou depart: 
! Nomorein earth, I crauc for tobe mine: © 
| Then, to thy Joue O Lord my heart incline. / 
Let me in mercie ſee a blinke of thee; 
Do what thou wilt ynto thy ſeruant, (i G7 
I crayeno more, but in thine armes to * { 
, Thy wreſtling wretch, ſer Lord ar libertie, 
And ſaue me from the flau'ry of my finne 
My foue,/myſife make Abram? childe ofme, 
That to my wiſhed Canaan T may winne, 
This pithie Preacher takes m6by the hand, 
And lends me light to leade'me to that land, 7 
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'& * 
Ot of the Flint with force commint with $kill, 


Euen as the Forger makes the fire to flee, 
Which few beleeu'd mio ſuch boundes to be: 
Right ſo, this Paſtor dota bis part fulfil), 
Outof the Word for to reuca'e the will 
Of God, who makes an happy harmonie 
Berweene his tongueghis heart, his hang, all three, 
Thou negdes not bluſh then to ſub(criue thy Bill, 
Bur Jet thy learned Commemntarcs come forth, 
Such light, and life, thou ſhalt leaue in the land, 
Thane honeſt heart expreſſed by thine hand, 
Tin word, and writ, ſhall wunefſe well thy worth. 
Let pleaſaht Perth, where thou them both imployes, 
*Aboue the reſt moſt rigluly then rejoyce. 


A. Willam Enchanan, 
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>= Tacobs Wreſtling: 
Ii 


Geneſis chap. 32, verſe 24, 


. Now whenTacob was left him/clfe 
x rPabg there wreltied a man with him 
wnto the breakins of the dy 
25. Andhe [awe that he cor-[d not pre- 
rate avaſt bm, therefore he teomched 
the hollowe of 5: thigh, aud the hollowe | 
of Lacobs thigh was loſed, as he wre- 
fle1wuh bin 
26. And he fail, let me goe.. Fer the 
morning appeareth , who angered, 1 
will not let thee goe, exce;t ther bleſe 
me. 
27. Thenſaidhe, Whats thy vame, _ 
he ſaid, Jacob. 
28. Thenſaid he, thy name ſhalt he wy 
| led 
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| Goatnilene 
- | ofthegod-. 
| ly, that lay 
God 1s 
withthem, 
none can 
be againſt 
them, to 
hurt them, 


| 


not denie, but that good men, euen 


Rom.8.31, 


lacebs Wreviling, | 


led lacob no more, but Ifiaei, be- 
cauſe thou haſt had power with God, | 
thoa ſhalt allo prenaile with men, | 

29. Thenlacob demanaed, tell me thy 
name, 1 pray thee , and he anſwered, 
wherefore now dorſt thou athe my 
name? and he bleſſed bm there. 

30. Andlacob called the name of that 
place Peniel, for ſaid he, 1 haue ſeene 
God face to face, and my hife is preſer- 
wed, 

21. And the Sunne roſe to him, as he 
paſſed Peniel, and he halted wpon his | 
thigh. 


—__— 


/Iybeh 4 in the name of the Lord. / 


T 1s a comfortable ſay- 
ing forthe godly which 
15 ſet downe by the Apo- 
ſtle, If God be withwvs, who 
can be againſt vs? 'T his ſentence doth 


in a good courſe, may hauc enemies: 


but | 
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Jacobs Wreflling. 
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but it doth import this comfort, that 
tae oppohtion which is made vnto 
chem, cannot hurt themz we may be 
caſt downe, but we cannot periſh: 
Our cnnemies may tronble vs, but 
cannot cuercome vs. Y ea,cepitis pe- 
14 nos poſſunt afficere, nocere non poſſunt, 
; they may take the head from ys, but 
| cannot hurt vs. Ir is not for this liſc 
| they fight, who haue laide holde on 
; cternall lifez our joy,and our crowr.c 
| none areableto take from vs. Vere 
| enim tura pro Chriſto, & cuns Chriſto 
| pugna,gn qua nec vrlneratus, nec occi'ns, 
| randabirts vitoria . There isno dan- 
gerin that battaile wherein we fight 


| 


—— 


for Chriſt, and with Chciſt, for we 
are ſure, that whether we be woun- 
| ded, or ſlaine, we ſhall not be defrau- 
| ded ofthe viRtory, /atob here a good 
, man 1$ina good courſe, for he 15 tra- 
 vayling atthe Lordscommand from 
Padan eAram vnto Canaan, yet is he 
troubled with enemies : for Laben 


SE pur- 


cs. 


luſt. Mare. 
aol. 2. ad 


Anton.lmy. 


Ker. 


Yet £029 
me maybe 
crofled in 
2 good 
courſe, 


_——_— 


Iacobs Wrefting- 
| purſues him belund, and Eſa com-| 
meth againſt him before; but both of 
them labourin vaine, becauſe God 
is with hum. The Lord doth in ſuch 
ſort bridle the rage of Laban, that al- 
beithe marched after [acos more t1- 
riouſlie then [ehn the ſonne of Nimhi 
89+ | marched after /ehoram, thinking to! 
Bur God | ſatisfie his diſcontented mind, by re-| 
ſhall either | ducing Jacob to a greater flauerie 
bridle , or | then he was in before : yet the Lord 
change, or | Huts inſubitionto the concluſions of | 
confounde his hart, and makes him fayne to ſue | 
their enc- : ; 
mics” | for Jacobsfrend{hip,and to criterin a 
couenant of peace with him. Yea, 
which 1s more comfortable,the Lord 
maketh Laban himſclte a preacher of 
Gods prouidence 1n mercy watch- 
ng over [acob, Thus the Lord brid- 
leth Laban, and ſends lum backe a- 
{ Saine to his owne harme, without 
doing harme to /arob, or any of jus. 
And as to Eſanthe Lord in like man- 
ner changes hus cruell hart, & makes 
him | 
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lacobs WreSting. 


bm tauourable to leceb, fo that the 
ſame handes, wherewith once hee 
thought to haueſlaine him, embraces 
him , and with the ſame mouth that | 
once vowed to haue his life, hee k1l- 

ſes him : ſo ſure are they vnto whom 

the Lord is a proteatcur . For when 
the wares of a 1:an pleaſe the Lord, he can 

make his enemies, bus friends, 

It y ewill marke and conſider this 
hiſtory , that the Lord ſo carefulty 
waites vpon his ſeruant Jacob, that 
tor euery wroutle which ariſes to him 
he acquaintes him euer with ſome 
new, and ſingular ccnſolation. In 
the beginning of this Chapter, the 
Angels of the Lord appeared vuto 
lacob,to comfort him, hoy brought 
him, in effe@t, this meſlage from the 
Lord : Feare not,O Jacob, the power 
#nd malice vi thy brother Eſas, for 
here arc we the hoſt of the living 
God to goe withthee,and aſſiſt thee, 


conforme to the promiſe of proteRti- 


ON 


TC 


Irou, 


As the ſuf- 
feringes of 
Chriſt a» | 
bounds in 
vs, ſo his 
conſolat- 
ons aboii- 
dcth. 
2.Cor.1.5. 
verſe. 2. 
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An Image 
of our na- 
tural weak 
| nelle. 


| 


onin chy journey, that God made to. 


| 
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] acobs Wreftiing. j 


thee in Bethel, wherein thou ſaweſt | 
the Angels aſcending , and deſcen- 
ding vpon the Ladder : we are now I 
ſent to waite vpon thee ; as we con- 
ueyed thee inthy comining, ſo are 
| we now ately to — in thy 
returning, in deſpitc of all that will { 
a as themiſcelues vnto thee. This | 
vitton no doubt did confirme the | 
hart of Jacob for a while, and cncou- 
raged him to the journey : yet ſoone 
after he1s troubled ws a new feare. 
The report of his meſſengers, who | 
told him, that E/aw was comming as- | 


| and he beconics exceedingly afraid. 


gainſt him witk foure hundred men, 
doth im ſuch {fort diſquiet his mind, 
that he fotgetz his former comforts, 


And in this every one of vs ma 
ſce ar image of our owne weake- 
neſle . lacob had many proofes and 
experiences of Gods mercie; its not 


| 


long fincc he got joyfull deliverance 
from! 


LO IT 
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lacobs reftling. 


from Laban, and ſince the Lord, as I 
haze ſaid, comforted him by the mi- 
miſterie of his Angels : and yet now 
beholde how ſmalla thing diſcou- 
rages him:certainly {uch is I weak. 
neſle of the dearel(t children of God, 
that it is not one confirmation, yea 
notmany experiences,of mercy,that 
will ſuſtaine vs, but we hauc neede 
continuallie, and hourelie, to bee 
ſtrengthned with new grace of cor-| 
roboration. Plauts that are ſet in 
the earth, require watering when 
they arc young, & corne that growes 
inthe ficld, withoutthe firſt, and lat- 
ter raine, comes not to maturitie and 
perfection : bur we , vnlefle thateue- 
Fnowye the raine of heauenly grace 
c 


| 


ſcend vpon vs from God,or atthe 
leaft, his dewe diſtill into ourharts, 
by a ſecret, and vnperceaued man- 
ner, cannot poſsblie ſtand; no, not 


cmm uy, 


one_moment, in the ſtate of grace. 
Every ſpiritual deſertion manifeſt 


——__— SW 
em 


Our * 


We haue 
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the Lord 

ſheulde-"] 


uery da 
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Not once, 
but often 
oc t 


godly fall 
Ln &-that ma 
| Hyrimes in 


£-= & the 
ſee age | 


finne. 
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Gen, 12. 
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Jacobs wreſfth ing. | 
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| our weakenes the! vaicc of a Damvi- 


{ell ſhall ſhake VS, as1t did Peter; the 


7 | rumor of a woable {all aray vs, 


as hereit aftcaies /aco#: it 15 the Lords 
Fountenance wizch maketh vs to 
on ue. Caufe thy faceo Lara to ſhane v- 
pon vs, ana we ſhali beſa'e; 
eHoraham i in Epept goite a nota- 
— 


O 


Sarah 1nujolate, when h T ipviolate, when he had expo- 


ned hir chaſtitie to tlic concupiſ- 


mum ce way on 


cence of an Erhaike Ling Pharaoh, 


1 but was this ex perience oe God his 


- eas WM wo. 


| mercy Tufſicient to confirme him. 
and make him {trq1 NT ag; 17 againſt thelike 


; tentation 1 11 time to cone ? No >fare- 


ſy, for thortly i thereafter in Goab, "ol 
monyY the Doibfins by talles1nto the 
ſame [inne of archll diſh: vt; To 
thatag agame the {:cond time þ.c ſeekes 
the: Beeſera: 0N of his Tife , by ha- 
Glo: ihe ci. athty: "of Sarah > and 


| that worthy Prophet ——_ mo 
c 


—_— 


| ble proof. 0 of the ] Lordes pro.dent | 
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llc. 


| be found many a time the Lordes 


| | the countenance of man? Thusnow 
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; beſt of his child ren, a proofe of their 
;| own-weaknes, that we Tooting vnto 


;| nem, mighitbe humb 
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lacnbs Wreſthug. 


preſence with him, aſsiſting him in 
ſuch ſort, that he ſuffered none of 


when God comma 


> 3 
and anoynt Daxrd . herefuſed at the 
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beene in the man of God, that ha- 
uing the word of the Lord for his 
warrant, he ſhould yet be afrayd of 


—— 
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and chen hath the Lord given to the 


ed wItnn our 


(Maes, knowing that weare nothin 
without the Lord. As Entichns fe 


— > _—_—_— 


from his ſeate in the window, where- 
in hee ſatc hearing Pax preach : ſo 
haue we our owne ſo wnings,where- 
Ly many times we fall from theſeat 


B 


rance |' 


— 
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Wee haue 
our Tp 
all fa "i 
tings, 

ſownings, * 
warning 
vs of our 
own weak 
neſſe, 
Ads. 


of our deuotion,, from the full aſſu- |; 


— — ti. 
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Iacobs Wreſtling. 


tions; ſo that wee become almoſt 


Lord, who euen at thoſe times , dorh 
hrepe ou ſonles mlife, & lifts vs againe 
"Qin his armes more Jouingly, then 
Panl did Extichxs , he ſets vs againe 
on our feete, he renewes his mercies, 


| of our life , without w 10IC | Lrace We 
haueno ſt anding, that ſo our eyes 
andour hartes may be continually 


| | thow goe with me: otherwiſe welh 
— faint 


r—_—_—_ 


( rance of faith, which cauſes confi- |: 
1 dence, from the ſence of mercie, and | 


| ſpirituallJoy riſing thereof into hor- 
7ble ditruſt, and fearefull perturba- 
Tead , hartleſſe , comfortleſſe, and: 
 withoutFeeling . But bleſled be the | 


_—_— 
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[| lecobs Wreſtling. 


| fa faint vndereucry burden, ſtumble at 
| | enery impediment, and fall vader 


theleaſt tentation, that Thall ouer- A 
ﬀike vs : : butifthe Lord be with vs, 
\ we ſhall be able to doe al L chinges through 
| bm, s, that comforts vs. 
| Notwithſtanding, for r this infirmi- Gods fa. 
ty in /acob, the Lord dothnot rejeQ | therly c5- 
Far bar rdther like a Iouing fat her, paſsion ap 
Trandles himTo much the more ten- Fat he $2 
derly . Ttis the Lords praiſe andour | ye,- 
comfort, He breaks not the bruſe _ —_— — 
cod gamcher wer e: 08 the [moaking ft. derly w 
the 57 who conf comforts the abiet, + bon = 
deth vp the broken in hart . Tt was not _ 
for Jacob his worthines, that the Lord 
did firlt chuſchim, and now for his | 
weakenelle he will 1 not reje& him: | 
therefore doth he now appeare to | 
{acob in his neede, and miniſter vnto 
him greater comfort, then any he/ 
got before. In the beginning of the 
Chapter, the Lord ſent his Angels, } 
Jus —— = cotnfort hin 
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This rare 
viſion tea- 
cherh thc 
manner of 
Gods wre- 
ſthng with 
his childre 


" Jacobs Wreſtling. 


in theend ofthe Chapter, ye ſee how 


Such is thy tender mercy O Lord to- 
wards theſe, whome once thou haſt 
Hhoſen to be thine, that thou wilt ne- 
uzr forſake them ſurely , becaw/e thoy 
art not changed, therefore ut is, that wee 
ere not conſumed, though we falt, thou 
wilt put under thine hand,and raiſe vs vp 
apaine, and makelt thy lait comiort 
A the greateſt. 

The viſionis rare, the like not a- 
eaine to be found inail the booke of 
God : yetmoſt profitable forour e- 
dification, as conteyning in it an ex- 


emplar of Gods wreſtling with his |. 


owne children, and therefore meete 
to be conſidered ofal the good ſoul- 
d:ers of Icſus Chriſt, wreſtlers in the 
ſpiritual warfare. And therefore, for 
> 6 better vnderſtanding of it, and 
giwng greater [12ht to the whole 


ſtorie, inthe entrie wee ſhall permit 


theſe 


—_____—___ 


and now,becauſe lacob yetis in feare, | 


he comes himſelfe, & comforts him: |* 


ww 


Jacobs wreſtling. 
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[ theſethreethings God willing, Firſt 


whatmoued the Lord atthis rime to 


| appeare to his ſeruant /acob . Next, 


whatisthe forme, and manner of the 
Lordes apparition . And thirdly, 
what is the end of it. 

The cauſe mouing the Lord to 
appeare vnto Jeceb, was the hard e- 
ſtate wherein his ſeruant Rocde at 
this time. For /acob is now in great 
anguiih of mind, tumbling as it were 
berweene feare and confidence, be- 
twecne hope and E—_ bid- 
ding him go forwardin his journey, 
deſpaire by the contrary diſlwading 
him; conhdencepromiſing him ſate- 
ty, feare threatning hun with dan- 
ger. Hishopeleanes on the worde 
of God, who promiſed to bee with 
him, & proſper him:his feare 1s con- 
ceaued of the words of Ffaz,who had 
vowed to ſlay him , & is now wake- 
ned againe , and augmented by the 
report of Js ſeruants, who told hin 


B 2 that 


3 things to 
be permit= 
ted tor yn- 
derſtadin, 
this viſion. 


*l 
The cauſe 


' mouingrthe | 
| Lord to 


appeare to 
lacob, at 
this tume, 


"hw 


Tacobsper | 


plexity. 
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2.Chro.20 


| Ver. 11. 


| zwites, ſtoode vp before the Lord,and 


—. 
:| ſtand again} thit great mu'ude, nether | 
| doe we knowe what to ave, but our_eyes 


| feare : Deliver me O Lord from the haua 


ws. 


| Iacoby. Wreſtling. 
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that Eſaw was comming againſt him |, 
with an armie. Thus did he walke |, 
ſtaggering vponfeete,not vnlike the |] 
feete of Damels image, partly of clay, | 

arth of iron : ſome of his thoughtes 
bake weake, andimpotent; others 
ſtrong and forcible to carry him for- 
ward. In this perplexity now ſtands 
lacob, hauing no concluſion, nor 
councel within him; without contra- 
diction , vncertaine what to doe, or 
which way.to turne him : not valike |. 
Teboſapbat , who being ſtraited with 
the Ammonites, Moabnues, and Edo- 


-_—- ———C—— — 


ſaid, O Lord there 5s no ſtrength m vs, to 


are towerdeyge #. Inlike mannerfay 
,Coth /acoFhere;being aſlalted with 


a force, he wasnot able to reſiſt, hc 
turnes him to the Lord, and expones 
tothe Lord in humble manner his 


of), 


— 


ee 


of my brother Eſau , for 1 feare him, leaff 


| of his owne ) but heconfirmes him 


| 


lacobs Wreſtling. 


he come vpon me , and [mite me, and the 
mother wpen the children . Therefore 
isit that now the Lord comes , as in 
dueſeaſon, and conuenient time, to 
ſhew himſelfe for the comfort of his 
ſeruant. No help for Jacob in man, 


an 


the Lord puts to his right hand; and 
comforts him . 7bs enim incipit dini- | 


mum anuxilium , vbs deficit humaninn . 
When all other helpes failegthe chil- 
dren of God, then commethin the 


help of God, for he knowes beſt the | / 


very point, & article of time, where- 
in itis meete that he ſhould kyth the 
dcliuerer of them , who waite vpon 
him. 

As to themanner of the appariti- 
on, the Lord is not qqntent to an- 
{were lacob by word only, nor by 
ſending ſecretly patience and com- 
fortto his troubled pirit(which way 
many a time heanſweres the prayers 


4 "= . 
paritton,is 


The help 
of God be- 
I when 


other help 


falleg 


; 
] 
. 
| 


2 
| The man- 
ner of the 


Lords ap- 


both by 
word, and 


B 4 by 


_ 
oe? \ 


| viſion. 


a ll. 


_— 


Iacobs Wreſtling. | 


| by an extraordinary viſion. Forhe 
appeares to_/acob jn the forme of a 
| man, and wreſtles with him, he aſ- 
| ſays himnot with a ſuperior ſtrengfh 

which he was notable to withſtand, 
| but apples himſelfe to /acobs weak- 
| nes, & diſpoles the wreſtling in ſuch 


a manner, that /acob gets the victory, 


| albeit not without a wound, for his 
| thigh-bone 1s disjoynrted, and put 
outof lith, ſo that hc halteth all the 
daies of his life, which, as forthe pre- 
ſent time 1t was a matter of h13s humi- 
lation, being a diſcouery of his weak | * 
nes, and of the Lordes indulgence, 
whereby only he preuayled as v1- 
Qor in the combat, ſo was it for all 
time to come, a meimoriall, and re- 
membrance vnto him ot this moſt 

comfortable apparition. | 
Andas to the end of the Lordcs 
_ 1of appearing, the cnd, ſaith Theogorer, 
the Lords | was the confirmation of 7acebs hart 
apparitian ' againlt fearez ideo enim Angelus £177 
| Tacob 


—— — _ ——____\ | 


— 


— OA 


lacobs Wrefiling. 


CU —— 


Iacob luRari voluit , wiinment: fratrem | 
franciame imyceret . And this yee may 


perceiue out of the words which the 
Lord vtters when the wreſtling is 
ended . Thou baſt wreſtled with God, 
and, ſoalt alſo prenaile with men , Feare 


| not therefore (will the Lord ſay) O 


my ſeruant /aco$, to encounter with 


| Eſaw,who is but a mortal manzI, who 
hauefurniſhed thee with ſtrength to | 


ſtand in this wreſtling with God, 
ſhall furniſh thee with ſtrength alſo 
in all thy conflits with men, & thou 
{halt preuaile. This is the ground 
of all our comfortin trouble , which 
if we could remember, then would 
wenot be caſt downe, nor diſquie- 
ted with feares , but wonld [anft:fie the 


: Lord of hoſts im our harts, and make hun 


our feare , Ttisnotin our name, nor 
ſtreng*n, nor in the power of nature 


that we Hand and wreſtle. We Zoe 


- OOO 


[ 


— 


13 Tacobs 
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Eſa-S.1z. 


— <a. 
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— 
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| Plal.27. 


| 
| How mer. 
uailouſlic 
f = in 
dealing 
| with his 
children 
workes by 
c6traries. 


”— 4. Es... _—_ — 


| in him »ore chen congueronrs : Maior 
enin: oft, qui preeff in nobis, quam qu in 


| ſerved . If wee confider whatis the 


lacobs Wrefiling. 


, 


— 


hoc muhds,nec plus ad deyciendum pote ſt 
terrena pena, gqnam ad erigendum ainina 
meela. Hers ſtronger thatrules in vs, 
then the Princeof this world . Ney- 
ther are theſe cuilles which carth iy 
0 


men areable to inflit vppon vs, 
forcible to caſt vs downe,as the hea- 
uenly help 1s able taraiſe vs vp: let 
vs alwaies walke forward in this our 
ſtrength .* The Lordis my light and (al. 
uation, the Lordis a Broock. of my life, 
of whem then ſhall I be afraid? 
Butnow, before that yet wee cn- 
terinto the particulars, let vs marke 
this profitable lefſon, that vpon the 
orounds I haue laide, ariſe to be 0b- 


Lords purpoſe and intention, what 
againe are the meanes that hee vſes, 
to bring about his purpoſe : and yee 


ſhall ſee that theLord vſeth meanes, 


which appeares contrary to his end. 


F 


His | 


\ >> 


au 


V1 01 b- 4 a 


» 
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lacobs Wrefiling. 


His po is to confirme [acob,the 
meanes hee vſcth, is wreſtling with 


lacob; aſtrange maner of working, 


thatthe Lord ſhould ſhake him hee 
| mindes to ſtrengthen, that he ſhould 
; wound him, whome hee purpoſes to 
| confirme:and thus, and this manner 
of way, on a ſodaine, terrifie, by vn- 
couth wreſtling, in thenight, and in 
ſolitarie place, his ſeruant, whom he 
came to comfort; but ſo itis,the wor- 
king ofthe Lord ofttimes is by con- 


traries . In the firſt worke of creati- 


on, hee madeall things of nothing, 
He commanaedlight to ſhine out . Jak . 
neſſe. Hee formed the body of man, 


his molt excellent earthly creature 


| 


%. % | 


AM 


Sodid hee 
woorke in 
them the 
worke of 


creation. 


ofthe balelf matter, duſt, and _ 
ofthe vileſt creature, hee made the 


— 


| moſt honorable, and all to ſhew the 
; florieof his power. In the woorke 


Soalloin | 


 ofredemption in likemanner, our 
| Ke manner , Ou! 


hath conquered to ys,glorie, by in- 
| 


awour leſus, by. uſtaining ame, 


during | 


the worke 
of redeme 
—_ 


——_—._—_— — 


| | lacobs Wreftling. 


during the Croſle, hath obtained 
thecrowne; by ſuffring death, hath 

deſtroyed death, and him who had | 
the power therof:and after the ſame 


manner of working, he1s yet daily 

And fo | Darnellous m bus Saints : B y death he 

dailyin his | brings them vntolifez He killer, ana 
T 


Saintes. | heygabes alive, T hrough doubtinys, | 
Plal. 1e leades them to aſſurance; by tem ; 
porall de{paire hee brings them to 
abound in hope; heeaftfiaies them 
' with his terrours, to make them the 
more capable of his conſglations. It 
is {trange, and maruelous in our eics; 
may not weelearneit by daily expe- 
rience, that God delivercth vs from 
Satan , by letting Satan looſe for a 
While vpon vs? He ſaucs vsfrom our 


innes, by 2athering all our fins a- 
—— ——__—— 
gainlt vs, and laying themtothe 


charge of our conſcience, and by a 

reſent feeling of his wrath, he mak- 
= flee that terrible wrath which 
is to come. | 


ERS Be | 


_ 


| 


* 
Fs 


lacebs Wreftling. 
Be nettberefore diſcouraged, yee 
| who find this working ofthe Lord, 
faint notthough the Lord after this 
manner due exerciſe you, that when 
ve crie for mercy, yet to your feeling 
ye apprehend nothing but anger:re- 
uerence the working of God , ſup- 
poſe for the preſent yee vnderſtand 
Itnot; lette the Lord walkeon his 
owne way, and waitethou with pa- 
tience for comfert in the end, The 
Lord will ſend a pratious raine vppou bir 
Mmberit ance to refreſh 1t,when it ts weary: 


' thowph he kill vs, hee ſhall make v3 to line 


YO CSS 


| Wethuld 


—c 


not there- 
fore be = 
courape 

ab 
(eemes vn 
couth and 
ſtrange to! 
Vhs - 


 Pſal. 


agame. When hee hath humbled vs 
tothe graue, yet will hee raiſc vs a- 
gaine. After two dajes bee will reuine 
ON andin the third, hee ſhall raiſe vs wp, 
and we ſhall line im hu ſight. It is no rot- 
ten foundation wee Jeanetoz The 


indtherefore, Alibeit the Lordſhould” 
ſlay vs, yet will we truſt in him . Heſent 
atearefull darkeneſle on Abraham or 


foundation of the Lorde remaines (are, | 


cuer 


I. 


f 


P*4 _ y ——_—_ — 
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 eucr he ſhewed him the comforable | 
 vifion. He ſtrooke Paw/ vnto the 
ground, and confounded him be- 
fore that h he conuerted him;he ſtrake | 
fm with | blindneſle . oreuer hee 0- 
pened his etes 3 heebegannehardly | 
with Jacob, but ends with a bleſsing; | 
at the ir{t hee dealt rigorouſly in his 
an{wers with the woman of Canaan, | 
1 but in the end, comforted her. As | 
Toſeph for a longtime madeit ſ{trang | 
with his brethren, but atlength his | 
| inflamed affeRion compell'd him to 
embrace them : So the Lord though | 
he make a ſhew of an angry counte- | 
naunce towards his owne, yet his 1n- 
eſtimable loue,and fatherly compal: ' 
| | fon ſhall force him te reueale him- | 
| ſelfe vnto themin the ſweeteneſle of | 
94-7: Fis mercie : For a little white hae 1 i Ha 
[forſaken thee, for amomenrt,in Su onine enger, 


| 
! 
| 


end he ſhal 
Ge him as it ſcemed) / hid my face from 1 ee 


os 2 -s for alutle ſeſon, but with everlaſting mer- 
_—_— od } crabave Thad compaſſion on on thee ſaub Lord | 


—_— ——_ 


—_ 


_ — ho m—_-- 
lacobs Wreflling, | 1, 
| Lord thyredeemer. We ſhall perceiue 

inthecnde, that which now in the | 
middes of trouble weſce not:thogh|\ \ |}. 
in our affliction wee take him vp as | 
an aduerfarie, through the weaknes | 
of our faith , yetſhall we finde, that | 
then God was with vs, working for 
our delwerance, when he ſcemed to 
be againlt vs. Lette vs nottherefore 

5e calt downe when the Lord wor- 
keth with vs, after h1s owne manner 
| of working , by meanes vnknowne 
tovs. Let vslearne of /acob to wre- 
{Ue with the Lord;and with that wo- 
man of Canaes, cleaue tolim the fa- 
ſter, that hee ſeeme toput vs away: | 
we ſhall feelein the end, T be Lords | Phl.1rg. - 


——— 


neere wnto them who are of 4 comrite| \ 
heart, and will ſaxe ſuch as be affiified| * 
infurue. Yea, wee ſhall with Dawid| 
rejoyce and glonteinthe Lord, 7s 
good for me that euerthe Lord corretiea 
me; The Lord bebleſled therefore, 
for hee hath ſhewne hj; arvellous| 
_ kind- | 


oe II” <_ 
— 


Diviſion 
of the Hit 
| ſtory. 
I 
 T he wreſt 
ung,and”'. 
circaſtalcs 
thereof. 

2 
The Con- 
\ ferencebe- 
twixt God 
{ and lacob 


2 
Fiſt cir- 
cumſtance 
the time of 
the wreſt- 
ling. 


| 


Jacob: refilling. | 


kindneſle towardes me. | 
Tr is now time that wee enter into 
the Hiſtory it ſelfe,which hath theſe 
two partes: The firſt ſets downe the 
Angells wreſtling with lacob: The 
ſecond containes the conference of 
the Angell with [zcob,which follows 
vpon the wreſtling. As for thewreſt- 
Img, wechaucin It fie things to be 


SH? 
conſidered : firſt, the time of it: next, 


the perſons between whom: third- 
ly,the manner of the wre(tling,whe- 
ther corporall one! Y, ſpiritual onlie, 
 ormixt. Fourthly,how long cont1- 
nues the wreſtling. And laſt of all, 
theeuent, and iſluc of this wreltling. 
Asto the firſt,the circumſtance of | 
time 15 noted by CI7o/es, When Jacob | 
({areth he) was :f+ alone . Amongelt | 
many rrea{ons that Wig 1 moue Lirob | 
tobealone, I] inclineto nonemore | 


than this : has ſonght to be ſolitary, : 
to the end hce mizhthane the fitter | 


| vecation to pray, anc [powreout 13 | 
grieke 


| lacobs refling, 


oriefe the more freely and homely 
into the Lords boſome. For wee 
knowe that the preſence of men is 
oftentimes a great impediment of 
the free communing of our ſoules 
with God, and that the children of 
Godwil boldly comunicate thoſeſe- | <olirarines 
crets to the Lord, which they wilnot | coueniene 
vtter to their dereſt friends. We haue | for prayer. 
here then to learne at 7aeob, ſometime 
to withdrawe our ſelues from the 
| deareſt company of men, that wee 
may have the better occaſion, by 
rayer, to conferre with our God , 
| For he who loueth wiſdome, will ſeperate p 
' himſelfe to /eeke it . Yet are weto re- | © = | 
; member that ſolitarines auailes not | 
' without, vnleſle there bee lilence 
with: For though the body bere- 
; moued from theeyesof men, if the 
' ſoule inthemeanetime be diſquieted 
: with bandes of reſtleſle, and trouble- 
ſome motions, it isnot poſzible that A 
| | _y ndyerſo 
' wecan pray, Maxima eft ſegnitiaabe- | |; inece 
| C mari | 


—— 


—_— —_——— 


| 


oy -_ 


—_— LEY —_— An ei 4: woe, Yee. moan oy 
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—— 


] 


uailes not 
{ withoutin- 
ward atte- 
tion, 
Cyp.de orat . 
dom. 


- 


thing whereofthou ſhouldeſt thinke 


"ſhould be min«dFu 


 — — 


| cyes,and ſlcepe with thy hart, where- 


Iacobs Wreſtling. | 
nars & capiineptis copitationibus,cum do” 
minum deprecaris, quaſs jit aliqnid, quod 
magis debeas cogitare , quam quod cum 
Deo loquaris , quomodo te anairia Deo 
poſiulas, cum te ipſe non audias, vis De- 
um memorem eſſe ttti cum rogas , cum tut 
ipſe memor tus non ſis , hoc eſt ab hoſte mm 
totum non cauere , hoc eſt vigilare ocults 
+ corde dormire,cum debeat chriſtianns, 
etiam cum dormit ocu'us , corde vnpilare. 
It 1s(faih C yprian)a very great noe} 
to bealienate, & carried away with 
vnmeete cogitations whe thou pray- 


eſt vato God: asif there were any 


more then th1s, that thou art ſpea- 
king with God . How dehreſt = 
ver? Merit: 7 r— 
that God ſhould heare thee, when 
thou heareſt not thy ſelfe? or thathe | 
nindfull of thee, whoatt 
notmindfull of thy ſclfe? By ſo do- 


ing, thou artnot wareenough ofthy 
enemie, this 1s to watch with thine 


as 


Inn ances 


— ——mn tne te —— _._y. 
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| 


g — _ 


— _ 


as it becomes a chriſtan, euen to 
wake witl: the hart , when theeye is 
alleepc : 1 fleepe , but my hart waketh. | ©. 
When therefore we goeto pray, 
we mult doe, as did our Sauiour, —_— 
when he went to raiſe Tabitha from rrp 
the dead , he put the minRrelles and | before 
the mourners to the dorez and wee | prayer. 
mult pct worldly thoughts out of | 
our mindes, tollerable ſeruants (iffo 
be wevſerthem as ſeruants) at an 0- 
ther time, but no way tollerable in | 
the time of prayer : Like theaſles | 
and ſeruants of «Abraham, which he | 
vied as helpes to carrie him forward | 
in his journey, but left them at the | 
foote of the mountaine, when hee 
went vp to pray , and ſacrifice to the | 
"Lord. And thus the perturbations | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


of our mindes within being quieted, 
then Jet vs cſchew , as farre as poſsi- 
bly we can, all occaſions of diſtraQti- | 
ons without vs. Let vs with his 


ſpouſe in the Canticles, folow our huj= 
C2 band 


A e_ 


| 
: 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


—_— GR - eat 
he 


—— 


i — 


Cant, 
Pſal.4. 
Mat. 6. 5. 
Dan, 

At. 


Hove care 
full wee 
ſhould be, | 
& why to 
ſeeke Oc- 


CaſioRs to | 


pray. 


Negle& of 
prayer is a 


conte ning | 


of God. 


| Jacobs Wreſtling. 
band to the fields, and there talke with 


him : or with Dautd, /et vs examine our 
harts vpon our beddes and be fall: or as 
our Saniour conmandeth vs : Let vs 
| enter mto our chamber and ſyut the dove, 
| 7nd there in ſecret f fray to_onur heavenly 
father . Aﬀeer this 1 manner went Da- 
netto his chamber alone, and Peter 
to the top of the honſe alone, and Te- 
ſus Chriſt went _alone to the moun- 
taine to pray - all night, And fo much 
the more - carneltly {ould wee pra- 
Riſe this leſlon, becanſe now, by 14- 
cobs EX ample,wc learne,that then the 
Lord doth deale m1 oft familiar] 'to 
ſhery himſelev vio vs, w hen we are 
| beſt content To -Tepera ate our ſelues 
fromatlotherplcaſures,that we may 
; vet conference with 1 the Lord:wher- 
as by the contrary , when wenegleR 
to ſecke him, and will not doe ſo 
much as redeerve a time and occaſion 
to ſpeake with: him, by forgoing for 
a while, the company of men, ” the 


Lotd | 


cy 


WF 


is Lacobs wreftlmg.  __-. |} 


| Lord accounts that he is diſhonou- | 
redof vs, thatwe are ſuch , as haue 
licle delightin the Lord , yea prefers 
every thing vnto him: and cherefore 
alſoit1s, that the Lord delightes not 
to be homely with vs, and to ac- | - *.-— 
quaint vs with his familiar preſence, | ** 
becauſe we doe not carefujly waite 
vpon him. «+. " , 
The Lord therefore er;creaſe in vs | True pra 
this delight and diſpoſition to pray, INE ies 
that we may eſteeme it a benefit and | fewrnes _ 


vantageto vs, to have theleaſt occa- ur pro 


ſion to pray, for it was never yet 
ſeene, but that a hartto pray hate: }$ | 
uer bcene an vndonbred Torerarmer »x 
ofa ſpeciall bleſsing of God to enſue. 
If we open our mouth wide, the Lordſhal | Pal. 
fillit: ſeeking , mult goe before fin- | ſ 
ding, and we muſtknocke; beforeit | 
be opened . If we haue the firlt,we if - | 
may be ſure of the Tecond, Our S1- | 
utour hath aſſured vs; that our hea- 
venly father will giue his holy ſpirit | | 

C23 to | 


Ml ts. Att. 


— 


*. 
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to them who deſires him. When A-| 

| b,aham prayed to the Lord,the Lord 

anſwered himin ſuch ſort, that every 

| petition he ſent forth, returned backe | 
Hewatfix | with fome newe gaine: atſix petiti- 

rs ons, he broughtthe Lord from fiftie 

_ "5g to tenne , that the Lord promiſed to 

gat : 
the Lord | ſpare! Sadome for tenne righteous, 


[from fiftie] And that which is moſt comforta- 


Gen, 


BL hs hs 


2 T5 tre 


— 


- > a SES. 
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$*o tenne. | ble, the Lord leftnctoff anſwering, 
| | till firſt Abraham ceaſed from pray- 


— 


ing . As that oyle miraculouſly mul- 
tiplyed by Eſpa continued folong, 
as the poore widdowe had an empty | ® 
..| veſlell, wherein to receave it: ſo may 
we be ſurethatthe grace of our God, 
- | ſhall without ceaſing be multiplyed- 
_ | vponvs, ſolong as ourharts arecn- 
largedto call vpon him . Bleſſed are 

| they, who heymger and th .rft for righteouſ 
Mar.s. nes, for they foal be [arisfied, 

2 Theſecond thing that herecomes 
The ſec6d | to be conſidered, is the perſons, be- 
—_— tweene whome the wreſtiing 1s. He 

chat 


_— 


-__ 


} 


| 
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that wreſtles here with /aceb,ts not a 


Man, albeit #7577 To callethhim, be- 
cauſelo he appeares : YE erishea 


created Angell, albeit Hoſea call him 


a Ang oiGod. Buthe who wre- 
les is the ſonne of God, the great 


rus Dans ſ#, non ex nuncupatione, ſed 
natura . Heitis , whoin this combat 
is the wreſtler with /acos. 


| "Where firll it. 1s to bee ſpeared, 


how it is, that Teſus Chriſt appeared 
tothe Fathers vnder thelaw in fornic 
and ſhape of a man, he not being yet 
incarnate, and made man indeede. 
The anſwere is, that appearing of 


tulbax calleth it , Preſwudium humanta- 
tis, a pre-l1gnification of his manife- 
{tation after in the fleſh ; but there 15 
a great difference, betweene that ap- 
earing,and his incarnation that fol- 
lowed,zn the fulneſſe of tae. . For firſt, 
aiben Chriſt, betore his incarnation, 


| : C4 __tooke 


nc | | 
Angell of the coucnant, Hs homo ve- 


Chriſtin forme ef a man, was,as Ter- | 


ſtance, the 
perſons be 
ryveenc 

whomethe 
wreltlhng 1s 


Chryſoft. in 


Ten, 32s 


Howe, as 
ma, Chriſt 
appeared 
ro the Fa- 
thers be. 
fore his in- 
Carnailon. 


Rs... 


| 


CF CIO Y ——_ 


apparitio , 


nifeſtation 


Difference 
berweene 
Chriſtes 
& his ma- 


after in the 


fleſh, 


| —£ then tooke hee on the Teede ol! 


| the doing of ſome particular errand, 


| hath now aſſumed thenature of man , 


lacobs Wreſtling. by. 


Ree Ee e————_—_ 


tooke on verely the body of manz 
yet was he not then a man indeede,, 
he was not then the ſeede cf the woman, 
but when thefulneſle of time came, 
God ſent his Son inthe world made 


of a woman , then the word was maae 
raham, and became al things 7141 | 


bhe onto vs, except Jie : then he aflu- | 
med our nature, and joyned 1tinto 
one ſubliftance with his divine na- 


. n »-- þ. 
ture, that 1s, into one perfonall vmi- | 


on, for theſtraitneſle of the which 
conjunction, it 15 ſaid, andinoft tru- 
ly, that ChriſfTeſus, Man, is God, & 


ChriſfTeſus,Cod, is Mar: which be- 


fore hisincarnation could notbe ſaid | 


| of him. Secondly , whereby Chriſt | 


vndertaclawetooke on the body of | 
otman, was but temporall, and for | 


which ſo ſoone as he had finiſhed, he 
laid away againe. But Chriſt Jeſus 


ncucr 


—_— 


—C—_— 


w— x . - nw To em — - —_ — <e—_— — - 


»—_— Ca Rogan eos — - 


—_— rr RI Rr as 


hm 


owne, thatfor their ſake heis con- 
_—_—— 


lacobs Wrefiling. | 


neuer to belaid away againe: as he 
hath joyned our nature, with his di- 
vine nature ina perſonall vmon, ſo 
alſo in an cuerlaſting vnion : ſothat 
there ſhall neuer be a ſeparation be- 
rweene them. _ 

Alway in this manner of Chriſtes 
appearing vnto /zcob, and other of 
his ſernants before the lawe: lette vs 
take vp the loue of Teſus toward his 


tent to abaſe his Majelty , and ap - 


peare to his feruants , not 1n a [hape 
anſ{werableto his glory, butin ſuch 


a rorme , as their weakenetle might 
belt comport with : for Ee 


ot more homely and familiarappa- 
rition can God vſeto man. than to 


appeare as a in the ſhape molt 
familiar toman . Notas GST: clad 


with fIory and majcſty,for chat way 
noTleth might abide him: Ta this| . 


Eord) Thou haſt ſhewed thy good- 


O 


nes to Man, in this our fathers, Abra- 


ham, 


Chriſtes 


ſoue 1s 


Teen in his 


familiar ap | 
parition to | 
the fathers 

hefore the 


Lawe., 


* : 


——__— —_— 


| | lacobs Wreftling. 


baw, Iſaac, and lacob had aproote of 
thy louing kindneſle: and m this, all 
thy children ee,W . 
countthou mak'ſt of theyy who loue 
_— . I ——— 
and feare thy holy name. 
But more | © But whats all this, it it beecom- 
| abundant- | pared with that which after follow- 
ly hathhe| £4 Ido meane with that ereatloue, 
Terr. | which nowe in this laſt Age cf the 
This Tag | world, according tothe trueth of is 
age, promiſes hee hath ſhewed vnto his 
church, in that hehath kept the pre- 
ciſe, promiſed, and appoynted peri- 
od of time, wherein hee hath appea- 
red to his church, not in ſhape of a 
| man onely, as hee did to our fathers, 
but in the very nature of man, A 
Man 1ndeede, albeit not made Man,” 
after the manner of other men : Fox | 
Ms” Bee is the Stone cut out of the monntaine 
| Palent li, | without handes : Hee was not made 
3.cap.338 | Manby the operation of Man : Hee 
Bern-Ser 2, | 75 a flower of the field, not of the gar- 


de A4uent, | den; hee grew Vp like a Branch ont 
A 


Dom. I 


a 


| 


———__ _ " 


| perſonages ſhould come to thepoo- 


—_ 


bo 


of the roote of Teſſe : butnot by theor- | 


Iacobs Wreſtling. 


} theſecond Adap , very Man, butnot 


44d 


— ” 


hee did, that in our nature hee mizhr 
worke the work of our redemption. 

Hee came downe from the bolome 
ofhis father, as the zreat Angell of 
his councell to reueale to vs his Fa- 

thers will concerning our ſalvation. 
Itis not cuſfomable, that honorable 


rer, but his compaſsion of ournc- 
ceſities conftrayned him : /acentes 
en paralytici in grabbato , dininam il. 
lan non poteramu attmgere celſitudi. 
zem: For welying ficke of thepallic 
n our cowch, were notable to reach 
vnto that diuine and high majeſty; 
therefore hee humbled himſelte to 
come vnto vs, beca ule we Were not 


Iren, conty. 
Faient. lib. 


3.cap.31 


Tertull! mn. 
d ” carne 
Chrits. 
Phulip.3.7. 


, 


Ber. de ad-! 
wentsy Dom. 
Serm,.1. 


EPIRrrg $—- —_— 


LM ——— 


wi. 


| id0l. vanit- 


JI IC 
—————_—_—____ 


{ele to be 
come 


- SC 


- Su ng ” - 
man, 


Cyprian.de 


lacobs Wreſtling. _ 


et, 


able to go vnto him. 


ward man, his wonderful-tove. Man 
being man, onely aſpired to be hike 
vnto God,and ſoloſ{t himſelfe, that 
now he1s Focome worlſe than a com: 
| {nn fo the beafls : | ButTeal us being 


Tamoazrcome ouringratitude! hee 
became the;ſonne of Man, to make 
vs the ſonnes of God, hehath taken 
on him our ſinnes, and giucn to vs 
fs 5 riehteouſneſle , hee refuſed not 
to vnderly that ar death; v which was 
due vnto vs, vs, that hee 


an 1s, ri 
mightbe madethat which Chriſtis: 
7 therefore, Dmmilauit ſe,vt popu- 


des de 
_ _ | 


lum qui iacebat erigeret , vulueratus eff, 


"Nd oo hath hee vttered to- 


e. that Man | 


Ut | 


OM tl oo re — 


to 


. 
- ® 


NS 


lacebs Wrefiling. 


—_— 


vt Uu/nera noftra ſanaret, ſerninit, vt ad 
libertatenL ſernientes extraheret , mort 
{nflinun vt moriens immortalitatem mor- 
tatibus exhiberet , Hee was humbled 


— _ 


himſelfe, that hee! ight raiſe vp his | 


A—_—_—_ 


people lying in bondage : 'Heewas 

wounded Tor our tranſereſsions , 
that Ty Tins ſiripes we might behea- 

ſed 2 He became aſeruant, that wee 

—_—— 

who were {cruantsmight bereltor'd 


fohberty : HeeTufferetacath, that 
hedying might giueimmortality to 
vs I are SI T his 15,0 el 
thegreatnes of thy loue towards vs, 
thelength, and breadth, the height, 
and depth whereof all] Saints are not 
ableiacompretend But OL ard gran 
that wee may daily growein the fee- 


ling thereof , that with joy of heart 
wee may celine onr Telve3fallyto y to 
nine ONeLy Leriice, WNO 10 WHLINSLY 
haſt given thy Telfe to be ours. = 
Thu to returne to the conſiderati- 
on of the perſons; w ho wreſtles, yee 


— 


Epheſ. 


How 1s it 


«* 
- 


—HJ—  — 


hong 
wreſtling 
ſhould be 

{ parue to 
the mighty 
God. 


 Pſalme 18, 
Tob 13. 
lob 26, 
Eſay 50. 
lob 38. 


Jobgt. 
I. Sam.6. 


' 


| 


y_—_ 


| floud aeſart , their fiſh rotte for want of 


| lightning walke , and they (ay, Loe heere 


] acobs Wreflhng. 


may maruell, what wreſtling can be, 
betweene parties ſo vnequall , be- 
tweene God, and Man, betweene 
the Creator and the Creature , be- 
tweene the Potter and his veſlcll. 
When the Lord 1s angry , the foun- 
dations of the mountaines and earth 
doe ſhake. He breakes downe, and it 
cannot be built, he ſhuttes vp, andit can- 
not be looſed. The pillars of heauen trem- 
ble, and quake at hus reproofe : at hu re- 
buke be ari:s vp the Sea, and maketh the 


water, and ae for thirſt . Hee clothes the 
heauens with darkeneſſe : hce biddeth his 


we are: hee maketh the potte to boyle the 
a potte of oyntment , whots able to ſtand 
before thu holie Lord? And how then 
15 it that Jacob 15 brought inhercasa | 
wreſtler with tne Lord? But here ye | 
mtfſt conſider the parties, as they are 
ſet downe in this conflit by Moſes. 


| 


The Lord in tlus wreſtling vtters 


CO —E — 
- 


not | 


—— 


- —— 


.- 


p—"_ 


lacobs Wreilling. 
not humſelfe as themighty God, hee! 
kythsnot himſelfe in bis power, for 
ſo ſhould he eafily have confounded 
his creature, but the Lord vttereth 
himſelte as a wan, and aman in pith | 
and ſtrength inferiour to Jacob . 1a- 
cob againe1s heeretobe conſidered, | 
not az a (imple man , nor asa manne 
wreſtling by his owne ſtrength; but 
as one ſtanding , and woe by 
the ſtrength of God : and hecreof 
commeth hus prevailing inthis bat- 


tell. TheLcrd viters himſelfeleſle 
than he15, and makes vp lace much 
more than hee was. /fapnacerte Des 
miſericord:a in figura homints Inflari yo- 
luit can. mito vt ſe ill us humilitats at- 
| temperaret , And this ſame is the 
Lordes dealing in all his wreſthn 

with his children. that neyther doth 
he vie his ſfrength == them, nor 
yetleaue them to their owne weake- 
nelle. It the Lord ſhould ſhew him- 


| 


Telfe a ftrong God in wreſtling a- 


| 


gainſt 


ChryſoF. 
inGenej.33 


Other- 
wile Mau 
could nor 


ſtand be- 


— cm 


fore him. | 


_—_— 


—_ 


| 
| 


| Jacobs Wreſtling. 


p 


ainſt vs; then mdeede, none were 
 ableto ſtand before him. The three 
diſciples, atthe ſight of Chriſts glo- 
7: rie, when hee was ttansfigurate on 
moune Taber , fell to the ground a- 
ftonifhed. It finfull fleſh be not able 
toabide the (1ght of his gloriez how 
{hall itindure the dint of his power? : 
and that which 1s moſt of a!l, howe 
cou!d fraile man ſuſtaine the benſall 
| of his wrathandanger, if the Lorde 
wouldTntend 1t2 © 
Heercot then commeth our ſtand- 
| | | ng in in thete inw ard confi &s of con- 
4 ſcience, ce, that Our - fauthf full Ged [affers 
z.Cori.7o. Us 1.0t to Trat wo betem ted aboxe oy power: he | 
Plalme , 4 aſſaves Vs n SE our ſtrength : | 
' | H- 1- [ets not our ſmnes in order er before ws , 
{| thiteweThould Tee them as wee com- 


mitted them. Heepermittes not his 

deputy the Conſcizncetoaccuſeand 
(He LON 

torment VS; according _tothe merite 

| of our TranſerciSions, hee mittigates 


che ſtroke of his: odde, and extenu- 
ates 


————— 
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Jacobs Ww reſtling. 


ates thepith of his hand , w hen h: hee 


his ſecret grace he vnderproppes vs 
otherwiſe no power {| huld Th: — 
in weake man, to ſtand in the mean 


 elfoftneſe Fartells \ wherein in GOD 
ſheweth himſelfc our aduerfary par- 
tie. Yea ifthe Lord ſhould ſet vppe 


<————_——— 


| oneofo our {innes to purſue vs; and 
! then withdraw his fecret Trace from 


vs, wee e thould fall in thedeſp erati- 
an of Em Sod Toda Ant Fhee 
ſhould d aro. burns of our one 
| covitations azenſt vs, we ſhouTdÞbe 
| COme mncrable Farzos to our ſelnes, 
' like Sax7and Achiephel. Tt hee take 
| his breath out of our noſthrilles, we 
, fall ro theground : orif hee houlde | 
abſtract from vs the vie of Reaſon 
which hee hath lent vs, wee become 
' worſe than the beaſtes. Thus, ney- 


ther in inward, nor outward wrelt- 
lings hane wee any ſtrength ofour 


__ owne to ſtand before —- 


| Puttes at vs . And with this alſo by 


- Þ 


Y « 
A 


27 


— lLemoc _ 
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In vwreſt- 


lines Tpiri- 
tual God 
is both our 
affaulter 
& vphol- © 
der. | 
Cyr. lth 2 
epiſt 


Conſola- 

tion for © 
the godly 
afllited. 


lacobs Wreſtling. 


Our ſtanding in trouble is onehe 
by the [krength of God, who ſuſtains 
Vs: hiee puts at vs with the one hand, 


lus 5 


i 


and vr.derprops vs with the other. 


It 15 Godin vs, who ouerconumeth, 


- HI DYO 


nobis mortem [emel cut , ſertyer v ncit 
mnobs. And this ye may ſcecleercly 
in his dealing with that woman of 
Canaait,his audible voice was againſt 
her 3 butthelecret help of his Spirit 
was with her : with one hand hee re- 


Med her, andwith theother , hee 


himſclfe opponine vnto vs, 


Ly 


rew her heart neare vnto him. 
This Thaue matked for thy con- 
ſolation thou who arte the warrior, 
and wre(tlcr of God, that thou maiſt 
know,God « the ſtrength af tby —_ 
finding1t ſo, maiſt be thankfull, and 
entertain his preſence with thee. For 


whereol(thinkſtthou) hath it come 
that ſo many 


"CArES 


inthemiddes of ſo many tentations? 
thatToTong thou haſt indurcd theſe 


eee rr ee 


Be. 


x VP Q 


| 


— 


Jacobs Wreſting. 


ſpirituail wreſtlings, wherein thy 
conlcience, and God, whois grea- 
fer than thy conTcrence , hath ſtood 
vpthineaccvſer? hathit Corheof a- 
ny ſtrength in thee? None at all. / 
the Lor net heſpen me, my Soul had 
almoſt dwelt m ſilence. It u the Lord that 
heepeth our Soul:s m tife. The Lorde 
| who ſeemed our aduerſary, was our 
ſecretheTper; he ſhooke vs with ten- 
tations, and ſuſtained vs with his 
Trice : Enentihe Lord who wonnatd vs, 


7a beale vs. The Lord is the aelinerer of 


chr ſon'e oo of al eainerfitle Other. 
wile it had beene impoſsible for thee 


(O weake man) to haue holder v 

thine head in the leaſt of theſe ten- 
rarionsz over which, nowe, through 
his grace, thou haſt prevailed, and 


therefore, O lord, not unto ws, but unto 


thy name let the plorie be praen, 


D 2 moſt 


obtained the vicorie. Net wnlto vs Pla! 


| Tris againe heere to be marked, [The Lord | 
that the Lorde, when hee appearcth [DE 


Plal 94.17 
__; 


Pſal.66.9 


oC IT 


1 


—_— tw 


_ 


oiue his 


from t trou- 


tes. 


f_ 


Tam. 1.12; 


"Jute Wreſtling. 


An moſt familiarly to /acob, hee exerci- 
Ces him with a were wreſtling; 


mMUNUt4 the ſodainety and novelty wherect, 


no doubr, at the farft, did greatly ter- 
rife and di {quiet ham , The Lorde 
then when hee comes to /acod, dooth 
i not ca{t him allcepe into carelclle fe- 
F curitie, butheto!les and ſhakes lum 

foand fro, and exerciſes him with 
Bu FER and ſtruggling allthemglit 


| longs w hereof we SITE ſearne, that 
|! _ w ha the he Lord 1s neareſt, and 


moſt familiar ar with vs, then often- 
times our tentations and wreſtlino 
will be greateſt. So Toone as lacob 
br tne firſt bleſsing, therefore wit! 
| aſi incontinent, hee  behooued to ſt- 
ſtainethe inimitieof F/as, and was 
' forced, for elcherving Tn, ms cruelty, to 
| vnderzoe GamTment . | And _—_ 
| ken the T Lord comes to bleſle him 


p_— 


 3vaine, hetirlt wakes and prepares 


| 
| him by tenfation . Thisis theorder 
| of the Fordes working : i” = the 


| 


— 


—  —_ 
Sum mn  _ OO RC—— | — = 
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—_— 
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he ts tried , he ſhall receine the crowne of 
bfe , which the Lorde hath promiſedtg 
them who lore bir. 

Ir 15 not then true , which ſome- 

time the weak conſcience doth con- 

ceiue and apprehend, that ſpirituaii 

exerciſes, wreſtlings, and f{ightings 

againſt tentations, are tokens of de- 

ſerton, of the Lordes abſence,and 

dep arture from vs: By the contrary, | 
Ko are ſure witneſles of the Lordes 
| —* preſence with vs, whether 

| we fizht with the $ pirituali weapon of 
our warfare apainit carnall men wuh- 
out vs, oragun(t our owne inf{ide- 
litic, and rebellious alfedtions labo- 
ring to ſubdue them, and bring them. 
capriues to Chrifti obeaterce: or againlt 
any other of Sathans temptations, 
ftanding with the compleatearmour 


man, who endureth tentation , for when 


Spirituali 
VVICIEUDNG 2 
1009s fa- 


[=D ſar pre- 


ence with 
> —_ — 


L5 + 


| 


2. Corinth. 
| 


—_— 


| of God,at all occaſions to reſiſt him. 


| All theſe wreſtling | 
| doubted tokens of a fpirituall life 


nd 


IJ 


! 


with'n 


LA 


| 


a=menr2 ih 23: word MS) « 
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Colt” 
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Prover. 


| 1. Thel.5. 
3. 


The wic- 
ked being 
dead cap- 
tiues can- 
nor fight- 
| 


2.,Tim. 


[a farthe: bleſs1ng; for as the carnall 


larebs Wreſtling. *1 


IT 


——— 


e op | 
| within vs,and ot the Lords preſence 
with vs in merc;e and forerunners of 


peacc, and ſecuritie of the wicked, 
cndsinto deſtrudtion : and their pride | 
goeth before a fa/l : when they lay, peace 
and ſaferte, then ſhalt come vyon them /0. | 
dame nefliathons likethat which fell 
on the Philiſtins in the mids of their | 
carnall rezoycing (the pillars of their 
houſe were not ſure enough to ſu- 
ſ{taine them)ſo the inward humiliati- 
on of gods children, 1s ay a good to- | 
ken, a ſure argumentot approching | 
grace. Butasto the wicked , with 
whome the Lord 1snot, they are no 
wreſtlers againſt Sathan and linne, | 
for they are dead in linne and tret- 
paſſes, and haucrendred themfclues 
priſoners, and captincs vnto Saran, | 
and are taken of him captines at his will : 
they line vnder a miſerable peace | 
with the cnemy oftheir ſaination . It 


he wound them, they mournenot, if 
he | 


—_— —— — 


lacobs wreſtling. 


——— 


And ſuch{(alas)are many inthis age, 
whoſe cyes itmay pleaſe the Lord to 
open, that they may ſee that miſera- 
ble itate wherein they do ſtand; and 
oncemay bemooucd by his Spurite, 
to 1gh vnder this heauie feriutude, 
and bondage vato Ged for dehiue-+ 
rance. 

Butas for you, whome God hath 
ſctat inumity with the ſerpent, ana 
entred to fightin that battel!, which 
once was proclaimed in Paradiſe, & 
where all the ſouldiers of that &/e/- 
i ſea Seeae of the woman , mult fight by 
| courſe ynto the end of the worlde. 
| Bleſſed are vec, for heereby ye may 
| knoww,thatthe Lord hathlooſed the 
chaines of your captiuity. Ye areno 
inoretheſlaues and priſoners of Sa- 
tan, but by grace, warriours againſt 
him; yeeſtand on that {ide whereot 
the captaine 15, that triumphant con- 
querour, the vitorious Low of the 


he commaund them, they reiſt nor. 


Comfort | 
for Chi iſts f 
ſouldicrs, 


Da4 tribe 


| Reuelat, 


-— 


—__ CC 


———— 


Rom, 


| Wreſtling 


2 (ſure ro- 
ken of (pi- | , 
rituall life. 


| tribe of Iudah , eaenthat Ged Peace,who 
| all ſhortly trample Satan under the feete 


| vs. than the lifeof nature. None can 


lacobs Wreftling. 


of bus Saints: Faint not yeetheretore, 
— of yoir continuall tentati- 
. Thinkenotthe Lorde is from 

wy \ becauſe you arc exerciſed with 
inward wreltln: 5s citling1 1.4h13 
Iifgis our gr eatglt p 10N, an Vn- 


doubted teltimony of "mother life 11 


ſtrine azainitSatan and [inne,but by 
the $; nt of the Lord Ileſus ; or who 
can hold, orretainethe Lord, till he 


bleile him, but he who hath the Sp1- 
rite of the Lord Ieſus : Nature wall | 
make no oppoſition to Nature, and 
Satan wil notſtriuc againſt hiwſelfe: 


where ſtriumg and w 'reſtlne 1 is, {t11- 
uing (Imeane) for a bleſsing from | 
God, and wreilling againſt ſinne, | 
there Chriſt i 1s, there Uic Spirit ofthe 
Lordeis, anc thereanew hfeis. By | 
it thou arte |. nowne to |: ee rhe cood | | 


ſou! dicrof Icſus, to bee the man for 
whom 


” WY cect - wart wwe 1 - — Set woe PIR 
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| | lacobs Wre Thing. 


——  —— 


—_—A- 


whom 1s prerared,the Crowne For 
no mn 1U#u#u crowned, except he ferizce. Let 
it Letherefore no diſcourazement to 
thee, that thou art kept vnder,wrelt- 
ling with daily tentations$;but rather 
letitbetotheca witnelle , that God 
| 15 with thee, as hee was with [aceb. 
Farther,it 1s to be conlidered, that 
Moſes ſaith, a Man wreſtled with 1a- 
cob; {o heappearcd tobe , butas ye 
haue heard, the wreſtler was the 
Lord . This yeeldesa notable leſſon 
for the children of God, that in all 
our wreltlic.gs, what euer appeare 
vnto vs, or who cuer ſeeme Gur par- 
tie, itis the Lord, with whome alway 
wehaue todoe. This conſideration 
vpheld /eb, that worthy warriour, in 
the middelt of his grcateſt afflicti- 
ons: when the tempeſt of wind 0- 
Terthrew tFe houſe, and deſtroyed 
TisTeauen ſonnes , and three dauch- 
rs : when fire came downe from 
heauen, andÞurnt his Teauen thou- 
- 05 {and 


-- 


Tim» 


In all our 
affhiQtions, 
we ſhould 
goe by the 
inſtrumet, 
& looke to 
god as our 
partie. 


9 


4* 
x, 
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i. 


Our impa- 
tience pro- 
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{1nd theepe,and his ſeruants : when 
the Sabears deſtroyed bis five hun- 
dred yokeof oxen, and {inc hundred 
iheeailes: when the three band:s of 
Chai@:ars,tooke away his three thou- 


ſand Camclles: yetn all this he com- 


laynesnot of theiniquity oF the Cal- 
and FaFeasr lie ioriures not 
azainſt the elements,the aire, nor the| 
fire: heſ] peakes no word againſt any 
that were inſtruments of Jus trouble: 
he krew that they were all vnder the 
Lords commandement, to come,and 
goeat his pleaſure, he turnes his eve 
toward the Lord, and takes him vp 
for his partie .7he Lord hathginen,the | 
Lord hath taken , bleſſe4 be the name of 
the Lord. And ſo with this one wea- | 
pon of godly conſideration, he kceps | 


at one time manifold buffets , and 


| wounled by them : For mal{thig Job 


| | ſanednes with bis month, 


blowes of Satan , & 1s preſerned vii- 


Good were it for vs, if in the| 
whole | 


| lacob) Wreſtling. EY 


| whgle cou courſe of our ite, wee could | oodes of 
remember this : for ſo ihoul4 we not | tis, that 
bediſconraged , and cali down? (ay | wee I oke 
com-noniy 'veeare} by looking too FY _—_— 
| much totheinſtruments cf ov! crou- ——_ then 
vle . Many things we bearetlic more | ©, God. 
impaticntly, becauſewe conceit they 
| procecdefrom men , or other ſecond 
| cauſes, 'which wce would re. cane | 
mich nore willingly.it we could re- 
| member they come fromGod. Not 
ſo much as 4 [LT rowe, nov a barre of our | Math 6. 
head falles to th: ground wuh.at the pro- | 
maence of our beatevly father : Hee that 
kcepes our hartes , wiilhenot keepe 
, our ſelte? Ss fic cnſtad: untur [uperflua 
Ing, in quanta ſectrutate oft anima tra? It 
thy hi harres be ſo kept , in what ſafety 
:1$ 5 thy ſole? What cu cucr cup of rows 
' ble men preparc for vs, we thall not 
' drinke of it, vnleſle the Loid pro- 
; pine1t, and temper it firſt with his 
; OWN hand. Nabuchaaneztar boaſted | Dan. 
' che threechildren with a fierie fur- 


54 A :: ol 


_— 
= 


. —O— — —_ 


An.hom I+ 


—_—_ 


} 
T:reul. bi. 
| CL pation. 


| 


| Ter. 12.5, 
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nace, yet were they notafraid; and al 
becauſe they conſidered , that God 
aboue him ouer-ruled his intention. 


| the ſeruants of Chriſt, that our pati- 


| Shimer curſed Dand, and he was not 
| incenied with anger, becauſe hecon- 
lidered that the Lord had fent him. 
| An3 Nahom with this comtorted her 
| ſelfe again!t the lofle of her husband: 
| TrrThe L5:d Lad Toc)who bumbles we, 
ATtheſ. doe warne vs, whome God 
14th appointed for greater conflicts, 
| thatitisa great feeblenes, ariling of 
{1nconltderation , to ſuffer our ſoules 
| to bedimoued out of the ſtate of pa- 
tience, by the inordinate behaviour 
of any outward inſtrument of our 
trouble. Abſit 4 ſerus Chriſtitale m- 
quinamentwn,ut patientia maioribus pre - 
parata in minoribxs excidat, Let ſuch a 


ſpot, and fowle blemiſh , be far from 


ence, which is prepared for greater 
conflicts, ſhould faile, and fall away 
Jin ſmaller tentations . 1f when we run 


with 


— 


; 


tt. M— A. 


| 
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a. 


| with foore-ren they wearie vs , how ſhall 


we match oar ſetnues with horſe If when 
we wreſtle with men , who arefleſh 
and bloud, we are fo eaſtlie over- 
throwne with cuery breath of their 
mouth, & wounded with their ſmal- 
leſt injuries, that we faint, & become 
impatient, how ſhal we wreſtle againff 
principalities and powers ? or how thall 
wereſiſt the fieric darts of the Duel? 
We haue therefore for helpe of our 
weaknes,to gather ourthoughts,and 
remember, that whoſoeuer bce the 
inſtrument of our trovble, it 1s the 
Lord, with whome we haue to doe, 
ſo ſhall we the more cafilie polſlcfe 
our ſoules in patience, ana glue glo- 
ry to God. 

In the third roome we promiſed 
to ſpeake of the maner ofthis wreſt- 
ling, whether it be corporall only, 
or ſpirituall only , or mixed . Now 
thatit 1s mixt, and ſo partly corpo- 
rall,and partly ipiritual, wil pany 

Os 


Rom, $, 


Tho third 
circultace, 
manner of 
the wreſt- 
lng , cor- 
porall, (pi- 


rituall , or 


*miXxr. 


tn. —— ——_— —— 


b .——_———— 


Hol. 12. 4. 


Sore wre- 
An. 1N;2S whe 
god at one 
tTe kum. 
ÞBles bis 
children 


” << 


minde, 


Pro. 
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ti. 


—— —_— 


| by « comparing Moſes, and the Pro- 
phet Hoſea togither . T hat the wre- 
thing was corporal, It 15 cleare, of 
thedis; joynting of /acobs thigh, w her- 
of Moſes makes mention : and that it 
was alſo ſpirituall, appeares, partie 


ſraue for the bleſGing, and partly of 
that which Ho/ea farth , thathe pre- 
uayled by wreſthng, and praying. 
Thele arethe foreſt kind of wre- 
ſtings, when the Lorde_atonet'me 
exerciſes 1s children, bothin bo.'y, 


——— - 


_ mi ;nde, that his Lexue hand of 


I CES 


\mnndes. T 11s IT a very hard 
eſte: for as Salomon ſaith, The ſpi- 

rut of a man wil. ſtare hu v.fuxmuty,6ut 
a wounded {peri , W910 Can beare a ? and 
yet with boththote at one time hath 
the Lord exerciſed his dearclt fer- 
| uants, ſo hardly , thatthe vehemen- 


of that, which Aeſes tavh , that [acer | 


th — — —_ 
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cic of their trouble, hath forced them 
to pore out moſt Jamentable com- 


plaints; Ay bart (ſaith Damid) # womn- 
ded withm me , My fpirit 1m perplexuy, 
and my ſoule ts amazcd. The Lord re- 
newes bu plaones, & encrea{eth bu wrath 


<earf me, ({auth Job) So thet changes, 

a mes of ſorrowes are againſt me: 
the Lord [ufferr me not to take my breath 
bit files me with 7 . The Lord 


(Tanh Nahoms) hath given me much bit- 
ternes. han fightmgs without, andter- 
rours within , ſaith the ApoſHe. It is 
acommon diſeaſe of the children of 
Godin their troubles , to thinke that 
their troubles arc ſingular : I have 
therefore marked this, thatnone of 
them ſhould thinke themſelues ma- 
rowleſle,when the Lord deales with 
them after this manner; For no ten- 


ration hath ouertaken you , but that which 


appertames fomen . 
We haue here in hike manner to 
marke, an other kind of tentation , 


whereby 


——— 


[ 109.22. 


Pi. 143.4. 
Iob.1o. 17, 
lob. 9.5. 


2.Cor.7.5. 


1.Cor. 10. 


— — 


—_—_— — 


- 


| 


'G | whereby God trics the tarth of his 
ods wor hild * hich h 

king ſeems | EIuldren, which 1s , when his worke 
eo fight | ſeemes dire&tly to fight againſt his 
with his | word: ſo that in working with his 
word _ children, he apeareth tocome againſt 
jpromit [his promiſe. As for example, the | 


—— 


| Icobs WPreft/mg. | 


Lord hath promiſed, that if I repent, 
he will forgine; if I mournefor my | 
finnes, he will comfortme; if 1 aske 
from him, he will give vnto me, ſo 
faies hein his word : YetI find in his 

' working with me, the contrary (will 
'the troubled conſcience of the child 
' of God ſay) I doe repent from imine 
; hart of my 4nnes, and am ſorrowfv] 
that euer I offended my God, but I | 
| cannot feele the remifsion of them: I | 
mourne, bur the Cemforter whn ſhould 
refreſ my ſoule cemmeth n14 . | call, and 
crienizthtand day,but the Lord hea- | 
reth me not. Vnto this eflate 1 know | 
that oftentimes the dearclt ct Gods 
children, a#if the Loyd 541 forgot toe | 


| mercifullpnto them, aiid ſhut vp his ten- | 


_der | 


| 
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der merciesin diſpleaſure , they can finde 
no promiſed reſt to their ſoule, nor peace 
to their troubled mindes. 

T hou therefore , whoſe hart is ſet 
to ſceke the Lord, and in this per- 
plexity wouldſt know whatto doe, 
and how to behane thy ſelfe, I can 
| NO better way reſolue thee , then to 
ſend thee tolooke vnto Abrabam,1a- 
cob , Iob, and the reſt of theſe, who 
thaue beene exerciſed with the like 
| tentations before thee. Marke there- 
fore, and conſider, how the Lord 
commanded Jacob to goe backe a- 
| jus vnto Canaan, and promiſed to 
' be with himz yetnow in the n_ 
| (asit would ſeeme) he comes again 
him. He bade him goe forwarde, 
and yetdisjoyntes his thigh bone, 
| and ſo vnables him to goe, as he was 
; wont. Notwithſtanding: Jacob ſtill 
 cleaues faſt to the promiſe of the 
Lorde, being perſwaded that the 
Lord could not faile him: and there- 


| E fore 


_— _——. 


How wee 
ſhould be. 
haue our 
ſelues in 
this tenta- 
tion, wee 


are taught, 


I 
By lacob, 


{ 


| 
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fore,contrary to his preſent ſence and 
feeling, truſting ſtill on the word of 
the Lord ,forall the appearing con- 
( trariety of his working, he craves a 
teſsing from him,that wreſtles with 
him . 
Againe, will ye looke vnto Abra- 
ham our father? the Lord madghim a 


L_—— 


romiſe, thatin 
E 1m | 
follay hun. A wonderfull tentati- 
on,that the Lord commandes him to 
flay. that child,in whome he had pro- 
miſcd the multiplication, and bleſ- 
ling of his pofterity : for here_the 

romiſe of God, and his commans- | 
=== ſeemes to fight togither . 
Yet Abrahamſtrengthned in thefaith 
as he receaued Jae from the dead 
wombe of Sarah, doth notdoubt but 
God was ableto raiſe himfrom the 
dead araine; and therforereſting on 


the Lace promiis, heſpare not fo 
ſacrifice aac, being fully aſſured, 


7: that 
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that the Lordes apparant contrarie 
working, could no way be prejudi- 
ciall to the verity of his worde. O 
| ſtrong ! O rare! O wonderfull faith! 
Therefore the Lord, who giueth no 
vaine ſhlesto his ſeruants, honoreth 
Abraham with this name, The father 
of the faithfall. For by his example, 
our weaknes is ſtrengthned , ta gitic 
<redit to the Lord, when heTpeaketh 
to VS. 


like manner taught vato vs, by the 
example of patient 7ob (for many 
ſchoole-maſters and examples have 
ive, on whomethe ends of the world 
| are fallen.) No doubthe had laid vp 

the promiſes of GO Din his hart, 
whereupon he dependeth : yet doth 
the Lord handle him ſo hardly, both 
in body and mind, asif he were de- 
terminate to keepe no promiſe vn- 
| to him. Yet /obfor all this, diſtruſts 
not the truth of Gods promiſe, but 


ullm wa 


| 


| —And the ſame leſſon of faith, isin | 


" ” ” "* 
_ ” - 
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2 E 2 + gripes | 


| 
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gripes the ſoſurely, that in his grea- 
_. {| teſtextremity he reſolues, O Lord, al- 
{| bezt thou ſhonldeſt Nlayme, yet will T tru 
in thee, That 15, albat Lorde,thou 
ſhouldeſt deale harglier with mee, | , 
then thou haſt done, yet will I neuer 
thinke, but thou wilt be mercifull to 
meaccording to thy promiſe: there 1s 
a hart knitte to the Lord; there isa_ 
foule cleauing to God without ſepa- 


ration, that thus concludes, O Lord, |. 
none of thy workes ſhall make me |} 
fo misbeleeuethy word:though thou 
call medowne to hell, my eye ſhall 
bevpward towards thee, & my {oule 
Tal =_ tbec,cuen when it appeares | 
thou ſarlt that thou haſt no dehightin | 
me. is Gs 
And thelike aiſo may we ſee , in 
that woman of Canaan, according to 
thatpromile, acke and it ſpall be gwen, 
call on me in thy trouble , and 1 ſhall beare 
| Thee, andaeliner thee, She cries, O Lord 
hawe mercy on me: but at the firſt gets | 


no | 


Iacobs Wreſtling. 


— 


no anſwere. Sheecrycth againe, and | 
4gaine,but contrary toan other pro- 
mile, as1t would appeare (God gines 
to all men liberally, and reproches no man) 


not only is ſhee refuſed, but repro- | 


ched as adogge, and one not meete 


——_— 
— 


. 
— 
—— 


| 


To cate the childr But at 
the Iength, leaning without wane- 
ring to the Lordes promiſe, ſhee re- 


- 


regs bread . But at 


ceaues a fauourable anTwere, O wo- 
man,oreat t thy faith. 

—Gf A this then the leſſon ariſeth 
vnto vs, that when ere the Lord ſhall 
exerciſe vs ſohardly,as to our judge- 
ment, Gods workin? in vs ſeemes to 
ſc made vnto vs: 
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aſluredly on Gods ot For in 
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( the end, his hardeſt working ſhall be 
found to tend vnto the performance 
of his promiſe made vs in Chriſt Ie- 
ſus: letthe Lord waike on in his ſe- 
cret waics knowne to himſelfe , and 
Pſ.119-75.| let vs glue to the Lord this glory. 7 | 
verſ. 83. |Þz:w, O Lord, that it cannot be but well 
"with them,who lowes thee. I know © Lord 
"That thy indcements areright for thy word | 
exdurcth for euer in heanen,and thy trath | 
es from generation to generation « Heauen 
ana earth ſhallpaſſe away, but one iotte of 
the word of God, ſhall not paſſe vafulfilled, 
A O happy aretiey to whom the Lord | 
hath made a promiſe of mercy ! they 
|| ſhall {ing in the end with Ezechzel- 
Eſa. 38.15.) The Lord hath ſaidit , and the Lord hath 
by bs | A done it: he will fabuſh the premi/e be hath 
' *e2'\ madeto buſeruant , and he will not alter 


—_—AC oo OG et SI oe 


Or ———_ — ———. 


| LA the word that he bath boken with hu bps. 
Wherefore,O thou that att afitited, 
| &humbledin ſpirit,diſquieted with- 
in thy felfe, waite vpon God, aud thou | 
ſhalt yer gine him thankes, Yu : 


Now! 


 —- 
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Now in the fourthroome,we haue 
to ſpeake of the time, how long this 
wreſtling continueth. doſes ſaith it 
laſted, ro the breakirg of the azy . Here 
then is a new mercy to be marked); 
the Lord will never ſo exerciſe his 
children with wreſtiings, but for re- 
gard of their weaknes, graunts them 
ſome intermiſsion, and a breathing 
time, leſt they ſhould faint : he will 
lay no more vpon them, then they 
arcable to beare, neyther ſuffer his 
rods tolielonger vpon their vackes, 
thenmay ſerue for their weale. All 


tinuance of time . For quantity, the 


— 


Lord propines to each one of his 
children, a cuppe of afflition con- 
uenient for their purgation : and as 
to quality, he tempers alſo our affli- 
&ions, that where of their owne na- 
ture, they are excecding bitter, .be- 


our affliions are meaſured by the |; 
ord, in quantity ko 


=. forth 
circliltice, 
how long 
endureth 
the wreſt- 
ling, 


1.Cor. 10, 
13. 


meaſured_ 
1n _quantt- 


ty, quality 


and time. 


ing the fruitcs of ſin, worſeto drinke| 
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{ then the waters of Uarah, vntil /1o- 
[er changed them by prayer, & made 
them ſweete.. Healters them in like 
manner, by the vertue of the Croſle 
of Chriſt,and his interceſsion for vs, 
they become ſo ſwegts and deleQa-; 
ble, that wee rejoyce in tribulation. | 
And as for time, he giues vs but daics 
of triall , and affliction ; houres of 
tentation, attending to his good plea 
ſure, and wiſht diſpenſation. It hee 
caſt Shadrs,/Meſah,and Abednego into 
the fire, one like the ſon of God ſhal 
goe with them, to wait vpon them, 
and relieue them in conuenient time. 
Yea, no cold-ſmith waites fo dili- 
gently on his gold, to take itout of 
the fire in due time, as the Lord at- 
tendes vpon his children, that in due 
ſeaſon he may draw them out oi their 
troubles . Tacob wreſtles no longer 
then the dawning, and all our trou- 
| bles haue an appointed time of del1- 


—_— 


26 [ | ucrance. Weeping may abide in the exe- 


— TT 


0] ning, but foy commeth in the morning, 
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And of this ariſeth to vs, aleſſon 
of patience, that ſo long as it plea- 
ſed the Lord to exerciſe vs with any 
crolle, ſo long ſhould we be content 
to beare it . No minting to caſt off 
the yoke , vntill it pleaſe the Lorde 
totakeitfrom our necke. Noah was 
weary of his abiding in the Arkea 
| yeareand aday ( forſo long heere- 
mained) and no doubt, when heſaw 
the ground, he was greatly deſirous 
rocomeſoorth : buthewill haue no 
deliverance, till the Lord, who clo- 
icd him in, commaund him alſo to 
come out; and in very trueth, there 
can be nodeliuerice but that which 
commeth from the Lord, as this one 
notable example among moe makes 
inanifeſt vnto vs. When the Angell 
commaunded Lot to eſcape for his 
l:fe to themountaine, he requeſted 
: the Angell forlicence to tarry atZo- 
ar. And ſo, where the Lord pointed 
out the mountaine for the p_ of 

Us 
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his delinerance, hee himſelfe makes 


i choiſe of another; but when he ob- 


tained that which hee deſired, durſt | 
hefor all that abide in Zoar? No cer- 
tainly, hee could neuer live withour, 
vntill he went forward to the moun- 
taine, whereunto the Angell at the 
firit direed him. So that both the 
time,aad the place, and themanner 
of our deliverance mult be referred 
to the Lord, and noteleed by our 
ſelues. Then weerelt in quietneſle, 
when we reſt on the will and mercie 
of God, not vpon our owne deceit- 
full retuges of vanitic. 

And hecre is diſcouered the {oo- 
liſhneſle ofthe wicked , who being 
impatient oftrouble, haue recourſe 
with Achazsah to Beelzebab, to Satan 
or hisinſtruments , ſeeking by ſor- 
cery, charming, orſome other ſuch 
vnlawfull meanes to preuent the 
Lords deliucrance. Alas,theſe blind 
wretches ſeenot , that which _ 

emis | 


| lacobs Wreſtling. 


this manner they ſecke to readethem | 
ſclues, they fall vnder the danger of 
an eucrlaſtine wrath . When Hane- 
mah that falſe prophet brake that 
yoke of timber, which the Lord put 
about the necke of creme, to lll 
nifethe captimty of Babel, the Lord 
in ſteede ofit, putayokeor yron a- 
bout his necke, which Hananiah was 
| not able to break e. So ſhall it be 
| [w 1th thee : O thou,who withdraw- 
| eſt thy ſelfe fromthy Lordez thou 
who wilt caſt oft. the yoke of God, 
and not tarry till the Lord deliner 
| thee. Inſteedeof a vokeof wood, 
| the Lord ſhall faſtenthy necke w ith 
| a yokeof yron, thatis, in ſtecde of 
alight Rn Aoege affliction, whereof 
| thou halt freed thy ſclfe foratime ,by 
weanes vnlawfull, The Lorde foall 
ſting thee with S erpents and Cockatrices, 
wich thon ſhalt not be able to charme: he 
ſhall caſt thee in that lake which bwrneth 
with fire and brimitone , and ſhall bind 


Oo 


—— 


vpon 
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We ſhould 

pray to the 
dein 

trouble, 


but not pre 
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vppon thee for ever that terrible 
wrath, whichis A wrath to come,cx- 
ceptintimethou repent. 

But, leaving the wicked, lette vs 
learne at /acob, who with patience 
continuesin the wreſtling,as long as 
the Lorde will wreſtle with him , fo 
that, as the Lord beganneit, ſo is he 
the farſt that breaketh it off. Wee 
may imdeede, with a good warrant, 
pray for deliverance out of trouble, 
ſaying with Chriſt our Lord; If it be 
thy will , Lord let this cup paſſe by mee; 
but alwayes ſo, that wee ſubmitour 
willto the Lordes moſt holie will; 
Neuertheleſſe, not as 1 will, but as thou 
wit, Andin the meane ſeaſon, ſo 
long as it ſhall pleaſe the Lorde to 
keepe vs vnder aftliion, let vs be- 
ware that we murmure not, neytber 
limiitate the holie one of Iſrael, to pre- 
ſcribe vnto him, eyther the time, or 
manner of our deliuerance. Reſerue 


PN 


tothe Lord his ownepraiſe; Hee 
the 


, 
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the Ged that ſaneth ws, and onto the Lord [1 \ / 


patiently onthe Lord: Committet 
to him, iruft m him , 
it to paſſe. 


Verſe 2 5. eAndwhen be ſawe that 
he could not prenavle. 


| 


| He fifth thing we promiſed to 
Tt cake of, he _ and if- TH 6fh 
ſue of the wreltlingz where wee ſee | circiſtice 
that the wreſtling 1s ſo diſpenſed by | theevene 
God, that in theend, the viRory in- | 9fthewre- 
clines vnto 1acob . So ſaieth Moſes fling, 
heere : The Lordſawe that be could not 
prenaile, This ſpeech dooth notim- | 
port any ſuperiour ſtrengthin Jacob, 
ut an aboundant mercie in GOD. 
The Lords canner,vs no other thing but, 
he will not: he that is the God of heanen 
and earth; he that ſpeaketh, and it com- 
meth to paſſ: : allthe nations of the earth 
| compared with him,ar e but 4 the dreppe | Elay 40. 


| : ” of | 4 
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| of a bucket : it he had pleaſed to haue 
| | taken from Jacob his breath Gitof 
l 5 | his noſthrijles, he might caſily haue 
\ — | confounded him, and layd him dead 


| | vnto theground . But it pleaſes him 


i'm by ſecret ſtrength to make [acobevic- 
torious z yetnot ſo, butthathe car- 
14s rictk away ſome marke of his weak- 


ncſle, and infirmitie : For the Lorde 
disjoynts his thigh bone, and mak- 
eth him to halt, and that partly for 
| | /acebs humiliation , leſt hee ſhoulde 
impute the victory vnto lits owne 
ſtrength, rather than the Lords mer- 
| ciezand partly, that it mightbe a me- 
\ moriall vnto him all the dayes of his 
life, and;prouocation to thankeful- 
nes. Asalſo the Lord gaue him this 
-+ | markein his body,as Theodorer thin- 
| keth, toaſlure him, that it was no 
"=" | fantaſie, = vaine vifton, which had 

. | appeared vnto him. 
oc neh wh Find in thisis ſhadowed vnto vs, 
{relles wee | the manner of that victory, which 


the 


_ | 
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the children of God obtaine in their 
wrelilngs, towit, thatitisſucha 
viory as 1s not without a wound. 


— —— => —— ——— 


a one for whome Chriſt prayed,that 
his faith ſhould not faile, becauſe he 
knew that Satan was to fitt him : yet 
was hee deadly wounded by aver) 

weake inſtrument, A notable wrelt- 
- | leralſo was the Apoſlle P4w/: many 
rare revelations receiued hee of the 
Lord z much did heein his calling, 
todrawe many to righteoufneſlezhe 
laboured moreaboundantly than all 


the reſt of the Apoſtles : he ſounded | 


powerfully that trumpet, which caſt 
downe the walls of ſpirituall /er;cho 
whereſoere he came: ſo that from le- 
ruſalem to Illyricum he made theGol- 


pel of Chriſt to abound. Yet, leſthe | 


ſhould be exalted out of mealure, an 
Angell of Sathan was fentto buffet 
6 him. 


— 


etteno _ 
vidorie _ 


without a 
wound, 


| 


Bafil.ſcr. 2. 
de [6111, 


| 


| 
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- 


| him. Noahthat preacher of righte- 


ouſneſle to the originall world, ſpot- 
ted with drunkennefle. So Moſes 
ſpeaketh of him, though Baſil ex- 
cuſe his fat , thatinreſpe& hee was 
the firſt planter of a vineyard, his 
drunkennes came rather of thelacke 
of experience, that he knew notthe 
ſtrength of wine, than of his intem- 
perance. Yet the Spirit of God mar- 
kethitin him as a blemiſh. No vic- 
tory then to the children of Godin 
their battels in this life, without ſome 
wound. Who can ſay, he hath ſo 
fought againſt ſinne, that at no time 
he hath bin ouercome of ſinne? The 
beſt he that cuer lived inthe worlde 
(our bleſſed Sautour excepted ) hee 
hath had his brenia, /emiag, peccata, 
Quamuts pauca , GJHuamuts parua , non ta- 
men nulla : And thoſe finnes, as they 
were done by them,ſo are they writ- 
ten for vs , not for our imitation, but 
for attention ; not that wee ſhoulde 
| make | 


4 Ku 
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make ſport of their weakenefle , as 
Cham did of his fathers nakedneſle, 
Dus lapſu alieno gandet , gaudet d:aboli 
viftoria . Heethatrejoyceth at an 0- 
ther mans fall , rejoyceth at Sathans 
'v1Qory : but rather , V': medicamenta 
nobu de alients uulnerib:e fauctamu ,that 
ſo krowing our o:vne weakeneſle, 
wee may learne by their cxampleto 
take heede to our ſelues. 


. 


Verſe 26. Andhee [aide : Let mee 
| goe. 


[4 Auing ſpoken of the wreſtling, 
that was between theLord,and 


the conference; that vpon the wreſt- 
ling fell out betweene them. 

The Lorde beginneth the confe- 
rence, and hecraues of [acob,that he 
would lethim goc. This may ſeeme 
very ſtrange, that the Lorde this 
manner of way ſhoulde ſpeake vnto 


- RR 


lacoh, it now remaines we ſpeakeof- 
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Second 


thſtorte 
containing 
the confe- 
rence be- 


part of the | 


—_— — 


tween TJa- 
cob, and 


the Angel, 
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1 Threat- 


nings of 
-pirituall 
diſertions 
are prouo- 
cations of 
thegodly 
to drave 
neere vnto 


the Lord. 
Luk.:4.28 
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his ſeruant, hethat looſed the coup- 
| ling of Jacobs thigh , mightheenot 
hauc looſed the gaps of /acobs hand? 
hee that came to /acob , without /a- 
| cobs knowledge, mightheenot haue 
zone without Jacobs licence? Hee 
| mightindecde: yetdocth heemake 
| intimation of his departure vnto /a- 
cob, and why? onely to ſtirre him vp 
; the more carneſtly to ſceke his bleſ- 
i ing beforehe go. This is the Lords 
maner of dealing with his children, 
that hee makes the mintes of his de- 
parturefrom them, to be means,that 
prouokes them to draw neerer vnto 
him, ſo chat ſp:rituall defertions, are 
| as prouocations, whereby God his 
| clnldren are wakened more effteu- 
' ouſly to delire the continuaunceof 
| Gods mercy with them . When Ie- 
| ſus Chrilt, accompanied his two dif- 
' ciples vnto Emane, and communed 
; with them by the way, when they 
| drew necre to the towne, Ieſus made 


_ bimm 
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| him (fayeth the Euangeliſt) as it hee 

would haue gone ale further, on- 
ly to ſtirre them, to ſeeke his abiding 
withthem. In the doing of our Sa- 
viours , is figured vnto vs themaner 
of the Lords working with his chil- 
dren, who ſometimes dooth ſo be- 
hauc himſelfe, as if he wereinſtantly 
to depart, and take his holy Spirite 
from themz which mintes of ſpiritu- 
all deſertion, becauſe they are excee- 
ding grieuous to the godly, lette vs 
for our comfort conſider, the Lord, 
by them,ſecketh no other thing, but 
 toencreaſe our faith , to kindleour 
 loue, to ſtirrevs vp vato greater fer- 
| uencicin prayer, that wee may with 
laccb , conſtrainetheLordeto tarry 
 indbleſlevs. And withthe two dil- 
| ciples may cry, Lord,abide with vs, 
and forſake vs not. For wee areto 
 vnderſtand, that the ſame bleſsings 
' which God hath concluded to be- 
| ſtow vpon his children, he wil have 
a RE. 'Vs 


— 


— 
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vs toazkethem, before that he giue 
men: theLord came at thistimeto | 
Tacob, of purpoſe to bleſſe him, and 
.| | yet heemakes as if hee would goe a- 
| wav, and not bleſle hin; not that he 
| had changed his minde. but becauſe | 
hee will haue /acob to pray for that 
eſsing of corroboration, which he 
| | had concluded to zine him. And let 
this warnevs in the leaſtthreatning 
of aſpirituall deſcrtion, tolay holde 
on the Lord by prayer, leſt for tault 
of ſceking , weecloſe vp the Lordes ! 
handes , which are fultof bleſsings, 
ready to be beſtowed vpon vs. | 


=_ —_— ' _ Agayne, weeare to conſider, that | 
ence Rs | 
= wjoyd | the Lordes preſence na like moner, 


without 1n,j Can not bee continually kept in this 
termiſſion | life:neither from the beginning hane 
inthis life. | any of the children of God enjoye4 
itat all times, Where, for the better 
vnder{tanding of theleſſon, and our 
. | farther comfort, we muſt diſhngwith 
| betweene theſe twoo kindes of the 
| Lordes 
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Lords preſence; there1s a preſence of 
| the Lorde, whuchis felt and percei- 
'ued; thereis an other, whuchis (e- 
cret, and not perceiued, yet knowne 
by the effes . The ſecrct preſence 
of God, is continually with his chil. 
dren where-cuer they goe, ruling, 
guiding, and fuſtaming them1n all 
their troubles, according to his pro- 
miſe , When thow paſſeſt through the 
waters, 1 will be w:th thee , that they doe 
not owerflawe thee : when thou walke#t 
through the fire , thouſhalt not be burnt. 
Astavs wee haue ourowne vicifs1- 
wudes of feeling, and notfecling;we 
are changeable, but the Lorde re- 
wa:neth the ſamzz whow hee loves, 
heloueth tothe end, Hee. will vexer 
[eaue vs, nor for/ake vs : Rar DY MIS 1e- 
etpreſence, hee intertaines life in 


— — — — ——— —_——— 


our ſoules,whento our owneiudge- 


ment, wee are become altogether 


dead, and ſenſleſſe, as thereis 4Jnb- 
ſance tn the Elm: and Oake,, cnen when. 
A 


— - 
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Two ſorts 
of the lord 
his preſEce 
| one ſecret, 
which wg 
want ne- 
uer, an O- 
ther felt, 


which al- 


enioy not, 
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waies wee | 
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| 


| 
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What no- 
table ef. ' 
fees the 
felt pre= 
ſence of 

| God brin- 
geth with 


it, 
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Iacobs Wreſtling. 


they bax: cafti ther leaxes . And thus as 
aide, appeareth by the effes, that 
we haueſtoode in many tentations, 
wherein wee coulde feele no preſent 
grace vpholding vs. 

Theother ſortis,when not onely 
God ispreſent with his children, but 
alſo make themſelues ſenſibly per- 
cciueit, by inward and glorious fec- 
lings: this preſcace when we get t, 


| makes a ſodaine change of the whole 


man, it raiſes vs frem death to life, it 
maketh a comfortable light to ſhine 
where fearefull darkeneſſe aboun- 
ded, it makes our faith linely , our 
loue feruent, ourzeale burning, our 
prayerearneſt , Then 1sour water 
turned into wire, our (1ghs are tur- 
ned into ſongs, & our mourning in- 
to glorious rejoycing . becauſe the 
Bridegroome u with us, andthe Com- 
forter that deth refreſh our ſoule,is come 
ro viſitevs . This preſenceis as eni- 
dently felt of them to whome 1t 15 


graun- | 


—  r 


; 
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graunted; as wasthat deſcending of | 
the Holy-ghoſt perceiued of the A- 
poſtles, to whom he came. 

This preſence ſometime is graun- | +4. c.1, 
ted beforetrouble, as heere vnto 1a- | ,;ecnee 
cob, & then it is 2 preparation of him | before tro- 
that gettes it, to the battel] it embol- | ble is 25a 
dens,incorages,and ſtrengthens him | P'*P3"#- 
in ſuch ſort, that he feares not in gods | 
cauſe,to encounter with whatſocuer 
aduerſary, He triumphs with Dawid | ___ |- 
The Lori « the light of my ſaluation , | pſ1, | -* 
whom ſhat ] feare?the Lord « the ſlrengt ES 
of my fe, of whom ſhall The aft aid? This | wk 
preſence makes lacob with his fami- 
lie goe forward in the faceof Eſas, | 
and of his armed men without feare, 
where before hee was afraideat the 
rumourof his comming. This pre- 
ſence madeoſes lightly regarde the 
angry countenaunce of Fharaob, be- 
cauſe he had ſeene him, who was inuiſible. | 
This preſence made Pax} goe vppe 
with joy to /ern/alem,where he knew 


F 4 he 
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me 
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$5 | 


be ſhould be in chaines for thename | 
of Telus. This preſence hath em- 
boldned many faithfu!l Martyres,to 

offer their bodies morefreely , and 

willingly to the fire, for the teſtimo- 
nie of leſus , than ener any worlde- 
| ling hath ſept into his bath to waſh 
himſelfe, orto his beddetoreſt him. 
Let Peter be prepared with this pre- 
ſence, and hee will preach Chriſt 
boldly 1n the face of a Councell that 
condemned Chriſt : let Perer want | 
this preſence,and he wil deny Chriſt | 
atthevoyceofa ſimple damfell. | 
And after | Sometime againe,this preſence 1s | 
trouble ir | raunted to his children , after tlicir | 
1570 Gods [long continuancein ſome trouble, & 
_— * [thenit is tothemas the neeſings of 
Fey [that child, whomeafter ſowning, E- : 
h/hareduced vnto life : or as blinkes 
of the bright ſhining Sunne, to the 
; tender fruntcs of the earth, which be- | 
(fore hath beene opprelled with bla- 

ſting, and conſuming tempeſts21 it 

brings 
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bringes to the children of God, a pa- 
cifying of all theſe diſtruſtfull per- 
turbations, which did betore diſqui- | 
etthem : yea it ſo delights andrau- 
{hesthem, that with the three Diſci- 
ples on Mount Taber, when they 
had ſcene a little glaunceof Chriſtes 
elory, they crie out, /t z good for v3 to 
behere. Yea they wiſh, oh that my 
| fowte might for euer abide in this 
| happy ſtate and condition ! Bur as I 
ſaid before, to enjoy the Lord conti- 


| nually in this manner, 15not giuento | 


| any man vpon earth, for a while hee 
| | will befamiliar with thee, as he was 
' with /acob; but ſoone after, he mult 
; Zoe, & thou mult learne to reverence, 
; this diſpenſation of his preſcace,and 
' notto be diſcouraged , becauſe for a 
| while hee is gone from thee : yea al- 
beit with 4.7, one ſword ( of may 
| forrowes)/homta pierce through thy ſoule, 
, yet with heralſo, magmfie the Lord, & 
les thy ſpirit rewycem G od thy Canonr, 
bleſsing 
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| 


| 


The pre- 
ſence, or 
abſence of 
God, is e- 
uer diſpen 
ſed for the 
weale of 
his ovwvne 


children. 
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bleſcing him with hart and mouth, 
| that be looked to the baſe eftate of hu (er- 
#ant . Account thy ſelfc happy,that 
 atany time the Lord ſhewes thee his 
mercifull face, being aſſured, that he 
| who hath giuen thee an earneſt pen- 
' nie, will in his owne good time, giue 


| thee theprincipall ſumme, and that 


the blinkes of mercy which thou haſt 
gotten, are pledges of a fill of mer. 
cy, which yet abides thee. For ſo 


| Deaid of that which he had felt con- 


cludeth , doubrleſſ , kindnes and mercy 
ſhall follow me all the dayes of my life. 
For the morning appeareth . Thele 
wordes containe the reaſon , why 
the Lord delires that [acob ſhould ler 
him goe, becauſe the morning ap- 
peareth. This at the firſt ſeemes a 
ſtrange reaſon. Is it not alike to thee 
O Lord to abide with thy ſcruantes 
in themorning, asintheeuening ? or 
is there O Lord with thee any ſuch 


diſt;nion of time? Surely none at 
: all. 


b— 
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hight, FED ESTER, euen the dark. | | 
neſle with thee is light; yea, Thoſe | 
bright Angelles, that ſtande about 
thy throne, makes the mid-night, 
wherethey come, for thining hgh, 
like the noone-tide of the day. But | 
' we muſt conſider, that this reaſon re. 
ſpefteth not the Lord , it reſpeeth 
lacob , and fo the meaning is . It is 
for thy canſe O my ſeruant /acob, 
that I deſire to goe, for now the mor. 
| ningappeareth, anJthuu muſt goe 
on urthy journey, thy ſervantes, and 
| family will wait for thy comming, as 
| being vncertaine, whether they (hall 
remoue, orremaine, till thou aire 
them , & therefore that I be nomore 
to ftay thee from them ,letme goe. |. 
And of this wee may more eui- n mA 
| . . our 
| dently perceaue, that which I ſaid, | gnotaci. 
how the going and comming of the| on, &ra- 
Lord, to, and fro his children, is al-| ken away 
way ordayned, and diſpenſed for — Sac 
| thei r ation , 


” 
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their wealezwhen he commeth, when | þ 
| | he goeth, all is tor our weale . Nets- 
Ber. | meas 5 Spon/a, nec exift-mes te contemni, (i 
| parl:;ſper tb1 ſponſus (ubtrabit faciem [u- 
' am: oma ita thi cooperantur im bo- 
| num, deacceſſy, & receſſu lucrars . Be 
not afraid (faith Bernard) O Spouſe, 
' neither thinke that thou art contem- 
ned,alleit fora ſhort while the bride |} 
| rome withdrawe his face, all that he 
doth, workes for the belt vnto thee: 
thou haſt gaine,both of his comming 
to thee, and of his going from thee. 
And this for the comfo: t of one ex- 
crciſed with ſpirituall deſertion,doth 
hee explaine more clearely iu the 
 wordes which he immediately fub- | 
joynes, Tib5 vent, 6+ receait, venit ad 
conſolatronem , recedit ad cantelam, ne 
| rBagnitudo conſolationts extollat te , ne | 
lemper adeſſet, exilium deputares pro pa- | 
tria, & arrham pro orety \umma, pault- | 
ſper permittit nos guſtare, quam ſuans ſit, 
| &F anteguam plane ſenttamu [e [nbtrah, 
| G-:taqral alu expanis te prouocet advo- 


| 
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lawn . He commeth (faith hee) tor | 
thy conſolation, & goes for thy wat - 
ning & humiiation, left the greatnes 
of11s comfort, ſhuld pufte thee vp, & 
leſt if he werealwates preſent, thou 
ſhouleſt eſteeme this place of thy ba- 
niſhment tor thine ownecountrie, & 
ſhould rake his carneft forthe prin: 
cipall ſumme, helets theetaſte of his 
(weetnes for a ſhort while. and inco- 
tinerit befare thou feele 1t fullic , hee | 
withdrawes humſeltez and fo, as it 
were, with his winges ſtreatched out 
ouer thee, heprovokes tice tomount 
| vp, and flic after him. 

This is the reaſon , whv the Lord | 
diſpenſes 1n ſuch ſort his preſence, & 
abſence vnto his children. If at no 
time he thew es himſelfe vnto vs,then 
would we be overcome, of that heari- 
es vr:der which we l1e through manifold 
tentations; and if alwaies he ſhould be. 
familiar with vs, then would we take 
the earth for the heauen, and forget 

our 
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{ our fathers houſe , which 15 abou; 
therefore ſometune hee withdrawes 
| his preſence from vs, that he may 
' teach vs to become weary of this bar. 
ren wildernes, wherein we liueab. 
| -pirituall | ſent from our Lord . Hee aſcendes 
deſertions | many timeghto vs, that we may ſtand 
are prou® | ike theſe Diſciples on the mount of 
cations of | : 
vs:0 fol. | Oliuct, not looking downeward to 
lowe the | the earth , but gazing, and looking 
Lord. vpward A our Lord, who 
| hath gone from vs; he guues vs a litle 
taſteof his gratiouſnes, and then he 
goes, but goeth in ſuch ſort, that he 
cries after him, Come and ſee . Not of | ; 
| purpoſe to defraud thee of any joy þ | 
that is in him doth he goe from thee, 
qnly that he may prepare thee to fol- 
| low him tothat place, wherem he wil 
communicate to thee , the fuines of oy, 
and let thee ſee that glory, he bad nth 
| bis father from the begmning . Hee wall 
| notalway tarrie from vs , leſt we Ge- 
ſpaire, neyther yet alway remaine | | 
with 


A. wy | 


| with the Apoſtle, rawiſh ws wp to the 
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with vs on earth, leſt wee preſume. 
Sometime hee will kiſſe vs with the 
kiſſes of his mouth, and as it were | 


third beauens : other times againe, as 
itſcemes , he caſts downe his angrie | 
countenance vpon vs, he humbles vs. 
tothe hell, and permits Satan a/o to 
buffet v1, leſt we ſhould be exalted out of 
meaſure . Alwaies this comfort wee 

haueof all the Lords working with | 
vs, that as here we ſee he comes to 

laceb, & goes from him for his weale: 
ſo, whether he ſhew hjmſelfe famili- | 


ar with vs, or againe, for a while 
hide his face from vs, in both the one, | 
and the other, he is working for our, 
comfort and weale. Only /er ws poſ- 
[eſſe our ſoules n patience, and give glo- 
ry to God. 


Perccaue here , how the mint of the 
Lordes departure workes into Jacob 
a more conſtant cleauing,, and adhe- 


Who anſwered, 1 will not let thee goe. | 


How their 
inward ex 
erciſes of 

coſcience, 


| 


ring 


—— MR IT 


workes in 


—_ 
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| 


| 


the godly 
adworce- 
| ment of 

| cheir ſouls 
from all 

creatures, 
| and 2 nce- 
rer adhe- 


| 
rent tothe 


Lord. 


{ fore ,1s that notable fruit which all 


| f1ghing for their ſinnes, none that 


Jacobs Wreflling. | | 
ring to the Lord. This, as I faid be- 


the Lords ſpiritual deſertions work- 


eth in his children it augments in 
them, a deſire of mercy , and a more 
earneſt carefulnes to ſeekethe Lord. 
And this alſo we ſee in our.daylie ex- 

perience: for among all them, who 
 profeſle the name of Teſus Chriſt, ye 
{hal find none more feruent m pray- 
er, more continuall in mourning and 


thirſterh more earneſtly for mercie, 


then they, whom God hath humbled 


in their ſpirits, with threatningesof 
ſpirituall deſertion . As here [acob 1s 


{more wakened by this one woord, 


Let me goe, then by all thereſt of the 
wreſtling, -ſois there nothing go- 


| eth ſo neere the hart of the godly , as 
-| oth the mint of the Lordes depar-| 


ture fromthem; they are nener ſo lo- 
ng to him, asat thoſe times, when 


} 


| hee ſeemeth to count leaſt of them: 


h— th. i —_ ©. A_—__ 
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| lacobs rreſtling. 
if helooke angerlic ypon them, the 
morepitifully looke they yato him : 
if he threaten them , they threaten 
kindnes vpon him : the hardlier that 
he anſ:veres them, the more importu- 
nately doe they crie vpon hum. Then 
with Dauid they water their couch with 
reares, and call wpon God allths day {ong. 
T heir eyes caſt out water continually, wht 
the Comforter that ſhould refreſh their 
ſoules, ts away from them, 

In a word, theſe deſertions worke 


' - | in Gods children, a dworcement of 
their ſoules from the delight of euery | 


creature ,and a ſtraiter adherenceto 
himſelte : when he threatens to goe 
from them, they followe lym with, 
theſe Jamentable voyces : Twrne 4- 


| _ me,that I may be ſaned. O Lord, 


' take from me what thou walt , take| 


| from me all the worldly comforts, 
| fit ever thou pauvelt me; only lect 


paine O Lord, and cauſe thy face to [nine ] 


. mecmoy thy feltez for whome have 1 
Ws ws G 


_ 4 A 


Lam.1.14. 
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none the earth with thee; ales 


There is2 
ſtriving 
with God 
acceptable 
to him, & 
namely, 
when wee 
will take 
no refuſall 
of that that 
God hath 


| while I haue marked, that we may be 
| comforted, and not diſcouraged: 


{inward troubles produce into vs a 


1:16, and wry bart allo. Lord faile thon me 


ouble, 


when we findethat our outwarde,or 


loathing of earthly pleaſure, and a 
more feruent loue ofour God. | 
Wehauve yet more narrowhe to 
conlider this anſwere, that Jacob 
givesto the Lord : [wifnor(ſaith he) 
fet thee goe . Is this a ſeemely anſwere 
fora ſeruant to giue vnto his Lord? | 
when the Lord faies, let me goc, be- 
comes it /acobto an{were, I will not 
letthee goe? Is this good religion, in 
any thing to ſtrive with the Lorde? 


» the heaxens but thee? and 1 haue defrred | 


promiſed. | 


Yea 


_— FY i. Ai. 


I 


SW 
- 
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| Yea indeede: Therearc ſome things, 
| wherein the Lord is very well con- 


tent that thou ſtrive with himz as 
namely , when the Lord hathpromi- 


{ſedany thing vnto thee, & thou haſt 


his word for thy warrant, toſecke it 
in ſort, thatalbeit the Lord fay thee 
nay, yet tnou wilt receane no refu- 
fall at his hands : this is a ſtrife, which 
p!caſeth the Lord,for in efte&it is no 
other thing , buta conſtant afhrma« 
tion, that {11s truth is inuiolable . AE 
terthis manner , that woman of Ca- 
aan [troue with him, ſhe would take 
nodeniall of that which he had pro- 
miſed: and afterthis manner,hereal- 
{o Iacob Ntrives with him, he will not 
bedenicd of a bieſsing. And Mo/es 
alſo ſtroue with the Lord, proteſting 
he would not go forward one foote, 
vnleſle the Lord went with himz be- 
| cauſethe Lord had ſo promiſed. But 
farre be it fromvs to ſtriue with the 


Lord, as the wicked doe, gricuing 


i... 
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| Nothing 
{1 the world 


ſo {trony 


| as the pray 
er of Te 


odly,for 
\ are 
the hands 
whereby 
the | ord 
is holden 


and detai- 
ned. 
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him daylie, with our murmuringes, 
and rebelh1ons,{lill living in contrary 
tearmes with the Lord . Wor beeto 
him,that ſlrineth wth his Maker, doe yee 
proueke the Lord nt? anger? or are ee 
| ſeronger then be? Theend of this ſtrife 
to them will be horrible confuſion. 
There 1s yet farther to be conſ1- 
dered in theſe wordes of Iaceb, how 
he ſaith tothe Lord, / wil{not ler thee 
gee by what meane 1s this , that Iecob 
18 able to hold,and detaine the Lord? 
| The Prophet Fe/ea will reſolue this: 
Itwas (faith he) by Monrning, and | 
weeping that /acob prevayled, and | 
SEES, An What he gotte the 
blcſang . There 1s nothing ſoſtrong 
in the worlde, as the prayers of the 
zodly , they are the only Lode by 


which the Lord is holden, and de- 
tayned : the Lorde willnot bee re- 
{trayned by all the powers of the 
earth , neyther wyl he ceaſe to doe a- | 
ny worke, that he is about to doe, for 


the; 


© — 
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, the cries of al! the men in the world: 
| yet the prayers of his children are a- 
ble Ine by 'N 
an yndeſcrued bleſyng , and turne 
away a juſt deſcrued puniſhment. 
When the people of 1ſae/ had fallen 
from God by worſhipping the gol- 
den Calfe, the Lordes anger was | 
highly incenſed, and kindled' againſt 
them, which moued Aofes to fall 
downe on his face before the Lord, 
beſceching himeto be appeaſed to- 
wardes his people for the glorie of | 
his name. This prayer did in ſuch 

ſort conſtraine the Lord in the mud-" 


- 


delfof his anger, that he is compel- 


| led'to ſay vnto Moſes, Let mee alone, 
that my wrath may wax hot againſ} them, 
for 1 will conſume them. T Is manner 
of ſpeech vſed by the Lord, declares 
that the praycr of Moſes did bind, & | 
; == in thewrath of GOD athat. it 
s raKce NOT Our. YpPon _—_—_ - MN} 
likemanner Ms; the Goſpel, 

ES G3 that 


Lu 
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that when Icſus was paſing by theſe 
two blinde men, = cryed vpon 
| him, Oſama, thou ſonne of Dauid = 
mercy vpon vs: ajbeit the multitude 
regarded not their crying, and the 
Diſciples alfo (as it ſeemes) tooke lit- 
tle thought thereof; yet Ieſus was' 
moued thereby to ſtand ſtill , They | 
| could not come neere him for the 
multitude, to lay handes on him, but 
| their prayers reached vnto him, and 
dothſo take holde yppon him , that | 
by that place he could not goe, vntil, 
he had giuen thema comfortable an- ! 
7m {were, Theprayer of a righteous man a- 

uileemmch, if i he proved owt in faith. 
Prayers of | This then 1s to the great comfort 
thExsdly Tof the godly, thatour prayers are et- 
| purtbetor | feftuall , and arc (as I may call them) | 
the Lords owne bandes, wherewith 
- weareable to detaine and hold him, 


ſeeing they | fill he blefle vs. And no merualle, 


| 


1 


hs 


| comefrom | ſeine theſe prayers arenotours , but 


his We | the interceſ5ion of Gods owne ſpirit 


E PIIITC, in | 


—— 
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in vs, powred out in the name of| 
Chriſt, in whome he is ay well plea- 
ſed . Foras to vs weknowe not what t0 
pray as we ought, but the ſprite it ſelfe 
makes requeſt for vs , with ſjghes , which 
cannot bee expreſſed. And therefore 
may we boldly thinke,that the Lord 
will nor deſpiſe them . Spirits eft i 
quo clamanns, Abba pater: ſicut in nobis 
interpeliat pro nobs, ua in patre delifta, 
donat pro ipſo patre , quod poſtulamus, i- 
dem ip[e donat, qui dat vt poſtaulemns. It 
is the ſpirit, (ſaith Bernard) by whom 
wecry Abba father : asin vs the ſpi- 
rit makes requeſt for vs: ſo with the 
Father he graunts our requeſtes, and 
forgiues vs our ſinnes; thatfor which 
we pray, cucn hee giueth itvnto vs, 
who giueth vs this grace to pray. Let 
vs therefore pray continually , and 
ſtrengthen by theſe godly meditati- 
| ONS our feeble hartes , aud weake 
handes, that they faint not in pray- 


er. Let vs goc and defire good things 
G4 from 


8 ———————— 
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, | 


fromthe Lorde, ſeing wee haue the 
Lorde bound to vs by his promiſe. 
Pal. The Lord willfulfil the deſire ofthem, who 
Pro. 10.24 | fearebim. And againe, That which 
the wicked feares, ſhall come upon him, but 
God will graunt the deſire of the righte- 
ous, Thou who art made ſure to ob- 
taine, if ſo be thou canſt deſire, art 
here made inexcuſable : none wants 


mercy and grace, but he who deſires 
itnotk. 
A warning |” And yet take keede, that in thy | | 


ow = | prayer thou be not vnreuerent, re- 
prayer. member, 4 quo, & quam magna petas: 
 chryſef2. de | from whome , and what greatthings 
Canen. bo- | thou craneſt , Great thinges, from a 
wil.t5. | great King, ſhould bedeſired with | 
| reucrence, and affeQtion : they can | 
| beſt ſpeede at the Lordes almes-dea- | 
ling, thatfall downe loweſt with the ! 
Public3,not they who with the Pha- | 
rite ſtand vp prowdeſt vpon their | 
| feete. Abraham, the father of the 
faithfull, in his prayer, conſidering 

In 
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[in himſelfe, and looking to the wa- 
jeſticof God, humbly confeſleth, that 
he was butduſt and aſhes. Yea 4- 
 damin his beſt eſtate of his innocen- 
cic, was bound to glorifie God, with 
the like confeſsionof the baſenes of 
his originall, and tolet Adam alone. 
The heavens are not cleane in his 
| fight, yea he hath found follic in bis 
Angels, they couer, not only their |* 
feete, but their faces before the Lord: 
-| what then ſhalt thou doe O man, 
who dwelleſt in lodginges of clay? 
A linfull creature by thine owne a- | 
poſtaſte, loaden with iniquity : how _ 
ſhouldeſt chou be humbled, and bow x | 00 0: 
| downe thy ſoule, in preſence of thy | \ 

; Ditther, Redeemer,and thy Indge? 

Prefumption in prayer thus being | we ſhuld 
remoued, I returne to the comfort. | nor deſpiſe 
Thou being thus humbled with an | vr owne 
hatred of thineowne ſins, with feare NY = £ 
and renerenceof that diume majeſty, ner 
ons «ſting to bus promiſe, oe OR with boldyes out with- 
to 


_— ——— 
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out pre- 


| ſumption, 
and why? 


| Jacobs } Wreftling. 


tothe throne of grace . Not: vilipendere 
orationem aan , quonian ille, ad quens o- 
ras , nou vidpendit: lightly not thine 
owne prayer, as though it were a 
ſmall thing, ſeing the Lord to whom 
thou prayelt hath declared , that he 
accounts ſo much of it , ſuppoſe it be 
weake, yetremember , Erzawm ſolis va- 
gitibus infans matrem commonet ad miſe- 
ricordiam: euen thevery cries of the 


infant that vtters no diſtin& voice, 
moues the mother vnto commiſera- 
tion. And what compariſon be- 
tweene the loue of a mother toward 
her children, & theloueof the Lord 
towards his 2 No father wi/gine ro buy 
children that asketh , a ſtone in ſled of 
bread , nor 4 ſerpent in ſteede of a fiſh: 

What kmdnes then (if we craucit) | 
may we looke for at the handes of 
our heaucnly father 2 As che heanens 
are aboue the earth, ſa are my thoughts 


. | aboue yours, Our prayers  (Gaith Cy- 


| prian) arcarma caleſtia que ſtare uos fa- 
ciunt 


—_— 
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cinnt, & fortiter perſenerare , bec ſunt 
munmenta ſpirit ala & tela diuma. 
They areſpirituall armour, whereby 
 weſtand, and ſtrongly perſeuer to 
| theend, they arc heavenly darts and 
defences, 

Oh that wee vnderſtoode the ex- 
cellencie of this graceof prayer,that 
ſo we might the moredelight init! it 
isthe hand of a chriſtian, whichis a- 
ble to reach from earth to heauen, 
and rake forth eueriemaner of good 
gift outof the Lordes treaſure . Itis 
one of thoſe keyes of the houſe of 
| Dauid, whereby we open the doores 
| of the heauenly pallace , and goe in 
to takea view of thaterernall buil- 
ding, and glorious manſion prepa- 
red for vs in heauen. It 1s the mel- 
| ſengerthat with ſpeede goeth from 
| our ſoules, ſaluting no creature by 
the way, and entreth ſtrait into the 
Mercie ſeate in heaven, reporting 
to the Lord all our defires,and retur- 
| ning 


| 


-- 
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_ backe , a fauourable anſwere| 
I "I 

we forhim. Yea, it is vnto vs, as that 
fiery chariotof E tgab,whereunto we 
| mount vp, and haueour conuerſati- 
; On with God in the heauens.'O hap- | . 
{ pie ſouletherefore, which God hath | * 
endewed with this moſt heavcnlic | | 
| grace! | 
Lacobs fer | Except thox bleſſe me. It were for 
{ uencyand | vs a good thing, it wee could learne | 
zeale in | from Jacob this holy wilfulnes,neuer | | 


-. - 


| prayercon | ;, let the Lord alone til he blelle vs. 
YINCES OuT 


inconfde- But alas, heere are wee taken in our 
ration and | ſinne, weefall to our prayers with- 
coldnefle. | out preparation 3 wee powreout a | 
number of words without deuotion, | 
and ſo goe away withouta bleſsing. | | 
| _ | Weeſcndoutourprayers like to in- | 
| cenſe, made indeed according tothe | 
Lordes dire&ion, but not kindled 
| with firefrom the Altarz thatis,pe-| | 
titions lawfull enough, and agreca- 
ble to Gods word, but notpowred 
_ Joutin feruencie. And ſono maruel], 
| that 
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that the Lorde ſmell not in then: a 
ſweete lacrifice; for incenſe without 
fire hath no fragrant ſinell; and fo 
having finiſhed our colde prayers, 
wee riſe without examination, not 
once conſidering with what fruitwe 
have prayed; and whether we haue 
gotten a ble{5ing from Gdd,or no. 
Godly lacob will here teach vs an 
other leſſon , that we ſhovld notlet 
our gripes goe, nor ceaſe from cry- 
ing, vntill the Lord havebleſfled vs. 
Then hath [acob doone, whenas the 
Lord hath bleſſed him : buttill hee 
get the bleſing, Jacob inno wiſe wil 
part with the Lord , Where,if thou 
diſpaire, how ſhalt thou knowein 
praier when God bleſleth thee?l an- 
{wer : Exceptthe Lord teach thee, | 
can not tell thee: the Spirite of God, 
when hee comes downe with a ble(- 
ing, makes himſclfe to be knowne. 
No man hath felt ſo ſenſible a ſhow- 
crof raine deſcending on his bodie, 
as 


—_— _ 


Iacob can 
not end ti] 
God haue | 
blefled 


him. 


How may 
we knowe 
when God | 
bleflerth vs 


be 


_—— 
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[miliation, that ſo witha new bleſ- 
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as the childe of God will feele, when 
| the ſhowre of gtace deſcends on his 
ſoule, then the foundations of that 
earth (which is in man) are ſhaken; 
the ſtony heart melteth, the eye a- 
boundethin joyfull teares, the tong 
is looſed, that was bound before,the 
mindeis filled with vnaccuſtomable 
light,the whole ſoule with vnſpeak- 
able comfort. Finally, tuch an alte- 
ration is madeof his whole deſires, 
for a change of his whole inward & 
outward diſpoſition, as the childe of 
God feeles better than hee is ableto 
vtter . Whichif wee obtaine notin | 
prayer (as many times it falles out) 
lette vs recciue 1t asa checkeof our 
coldneſſe, as aſpurreto further hu- | 


ſing wemay fal to and ſcek the Lord 
his bleſsing. 

And here againe wehave to con- 
ſider an other leſſon; forin this,that 


| hee ſeekes a bleſsing from him, who 


wounded 


_ | 
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wounded him, weare to take vp >the 
nature of faith , which is of ſuch 
uickeneſle, that no maruell the an- 
tientſaid, Fides linceos habet oculos:for | 
albeit the Lord would take on him 
the ſhape of an wb and ſhew 
himſclfe an angry Iudgeto his chil- 
dren, yet will they Nilf looke for - 
uour, and kindneſle at his hand. 
Was the Lord who afflited lob Wy 


outward and inward troubles, ol the 


his enemy. 
nature FT him trough all theſe 
miſty cloudes to looke vato God, as 


vnto his merci an 


full father and nn 
re reſts hee in that notable conclu- | 
10N, whereof wee haue made menti- 


on before » Albeit the Lord lay me, yet 


whichnaturean = ather |) | 
ad forſaken him, and had become 
et faith aboue ſenſe and 


_— 


will ] tra#} in has. 
This fulneſle of faith dooth al- 


ti. 
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ſo appeare manifeſtly in all Gy | 
0 


| A” 
Faith tho- 


row death 
Cc ſpies life. 


had 


een 
ee... At 
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of 


Fairh of- 

tendcs not 
at the baſe 
forme and 
ſhape, m 

which I'- 
ſus Chr; 
ppened, 
bar ih:o:h 


ir, ſees him 
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of Gods children, eſpecially in time 
of trouble; for what maketh them | 


rejoicein afflitions,and to triumph 
When they are going through the valley of 
death , but the fight and certainetie 
ofa better > How commeth it, that 
in the ſame moment, wherein God 
1s taking thejr temporal] life from 
them, they are ſecking an eternal] 
life from him? Out of doubtit com- 
weth of their lively faith, which tho- 
row wrath ſees mercic, throughthe 
ctoud of l;ght and momentary afflic- 
tions, it beholdeth an infinit weight 
of glory. _. 
But this quickeneſle of faith 


aD- 
peares moſt of all wonderfully in the 
yp-taking of Ieſus Chriſt, for he ap- 
peared in the world diſguiſed, Akmy 
NThaps of 4  {eruant : Fle being the God 


| If glory came covered with ſuch con- 


femptible couermegs, that the world 
ae him. His miraculous con- 


| ception without the helpe of man 


was 
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was obſcured with the couering of 
Mearies diſpenſation to Joſeph: his 
' | birth without alvncleannes obſcured 
| with the covering of Adarier purift- 
cation : his innocencie in like man- 
ner obſcured with the couering of 
- | circumcifion: and ſo abſconditas oft no. 
ws ſolts fulger , ( ſaith Bernard,) and 
thus was the glory * this Ly ht ſhi- 
ning {unne, which the world ſaw ne- 
(cr before , obſcured. Yer,through 
alltheſe, and many coverings, that 


Centurion, through faith, 'eſpied him 


| 
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three wile men , who came from the 


Eaſt, by the Tight offaith, through all 
ele vayTesT25 imo bea glorious 
| Kingz and therefore alſo fel i 
Ind worlhipped him, But thele 
blinde Berhleemites, amongſt whome 

he was borne, hauing no more but 
the eyesofnature,wherwith to looke 
| vpon him, could not difcernehim: 
albeitthis was their glory,thatoutof 
H them 


£7 


God: and theſe. 
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in vigtl.nd- 
tiwit . dom. 
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them came that Gomernony. who ſhould 
feede his people , by this faith Agnourn 
Sjmeon infantem tacentem, for lacke of 
it , occrderunt ind.zs mirabilia facientem. 


Stmeon by faith, acknowledged the 
Lord Iefvs,cuen in his infancy,when 
hehadnot yetTpoken a word: but 
the Tewes tor lackeoffaith , blinded 
with infidelity, ſlew him, after that 
he had wrought many miracles. So 
then,to returne ro our ground, it was 
a great faith in 1acob, that he ſoughta 
bleſsing from him, who wreſtled a- 

ainſt him. Nature will neverlearne 
vs thatleſlon, Come, and let vs returne 


_— 


{ tothe Lord, he hath fpoyled, and bee will 


| beale vs, be hath wounded, and bee will 
 £mdvs2p. Without faith, therecan 
be no prayer to God, efpccially at 
that time, when God laycth his hea- 
uic hand vpon vs : How ſhall they call to 
him, in whome they beleene not . Where 
the fountaine is dry , what water can 


there beinthe ſtrand ? ergowt oremms 


credamus, 
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all that hedefires, is ableſsing. Itis 
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Jacobs Wreſtling, 
credamus , & vt ipſa non deficiat fider, 


qua credimns, oremus , Therefore,that 
we may pray, let vs beleeuc; and that 
our faith whereby we beleeue, faint 
not,let vs pray. And this for the ful- 
neſle of faith. 

Perceiue yet farther out of theſe 
wordes, that lacob ſeekes nothin 
from God , but his bleſsing. The 
children of God , even then, when 
God is inoſt familiar with them, ſeek - 


Herein they are inſatiable ; on the. 


earth they can never gette eno1 
his bleſsings . /aceb was bleſſed be- 
fore of the Lord, and now againe he 
ſecekes a new bleſsing, and cueric 
time that he meetes with the Lord, 


far otherwiſe with miſerable world- 
lings: it is ſeldome,and far betweene, 
that they come to the Lord,they ſeek 
ſome other thing then himſelfe, or 
his bleſsing; ſome worldly benefite, 


nothing, comparable to his bleſsing. x 


1chof |, 


tt... 
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nor God, 
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0 , finve, ſought only protection to his 
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| therefore in ſteedeof eternall, they 


| hee went ovt from the preſence of the 
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or deliverance from temporall tray. 
ble, is the ſumme of all their ſute : So 


Cainforgetting to ſeeke mercy for his 


ody , Who/oener findeth me , ſhall ſlay 
we: and from time to time he got that ! 


Lord. O miſerable man, that left not. 
behind him, ſo much as a petition to 
G OD for mercy, and deliverance 
from thar wrath, which his ſinne had 
vpon him! 

In this doing, wicked men do both 
diſhonour the Lord , and prejudge 
themſelues they conſider notthein- 
finite goodnes, and al-ſufficiencie of 
the Lordez they meaſure him with 
their baſe, and earthly mindes, and 


ſeeke nothing but temporall,and pe- 


riſhing things. It was a princely an- 
{were that Alexander gauehis friend 
erdius, to whome he had offered ff- 


. — — . 
tie talletites of filuer, to helpe his 
daugh 


I m—o— 


ers 


mm... 


| 


godly Daxid, that the fight of the conn- 
tenance of Ged, which bringes #7 to the | 
| Zart, may be vpon vs. The Lorde- | 


| tem were ſufficient. Yea, ſaid Alex- 
== were enough for thee Tore- | 


| deede,who is rich vntoall who calles 


lacobs Wreſilng. 
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daughters to marriage; which the 0- | 
thinking too much,replicd, that | 


ceave,but not enough forme to give. 
| Ad To another 1n the Iike cafe hee 


oauc the like anſwere: Ne quere,quid 
teaccipere, [ed quid me 1o TE Bot 
much more may our al-ſufficient 
God, that Monarch of the world in- | 


vpon him, giuc voto vs a greater re- | 
buke, that cannot enlarge our harts, 
nor open our mouthes wide, that he | 
may fill them with his good thinges, | 
contenting vsto ſeck the earth, when 
the Lord offers vs the heauen; ſee- 
king with worldlings, that owr wheat, 
and our wine may abound: and not with 


ſteemes this a very great indignity, | 


and contempt done vnto him ; and 


| 
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therfore he complaines on the lewes, 


by his ſeruant the Prophet Hoſea, 
T hey howle ypon me in their beddes , for 
wine and ojle, they crielike dogges for 
that which may IT her better bot 
ſcnides not out the voyce of my chil- 
dren, to crievnto me for mercy, and 
orace. I... 
*Trisin like maner very prejudici- 
all to themſelues, who do it: tor they 
faſt & wearie their ſpirits in ſecking 
many things, and in the meane time, 
are careleſle to ſeeke one thing; the 
obtayning whereof , might bring 
them vnto all thinges : thus they 
conſume themſelues with vaine la- 
bour. ,2*i rerum mags ſpecie , quan 
anthore dileFtats, prius umuerſa percur- 
rere, & de ſoguls cupinnt expiriri,quanm 
ad Chriſtum curent wniver/aaris princi- 
pem peruemre , Who being delighted 
withthe ſhew of things, more then 
with the Author of them, are deſirous 


to knoweeuery thing by experience; 


k 


| 


but] 


| lacobs wreſtling. 

| butnot careful to come vato Chriſt, 
; who 1s that head, and fountaine, of 
' whome all thinges are: where other- 
\ wiſe, if according to the command 
| of our bletled Sauiour , men would 
firſt ſeeke the kingdome of Goa, then a! 0- 
ther things ſhould be caſt unto them. This 
isthe only compendious way , to ſa- 
tisfie our inſatiable delires: Qnicung, 
| bic varia querw, ipſe unus t1b1 erit onmia: 
Whatſoeuer thou be, who here ſcel:s 
ſundry thinges, ſecke the Lord, And 
he ſhall be all things tnall to thee. 

When the Lord offered to Salomon 
| to give whatſoever he would aske,he 
| fought fromthe Lord,a wiſe,and vn- 
der{tandingheart, which ſo pleaſed 
the Lord, that not only he gaue him 
that which he asked, but alſoſecond, 
and inferiour gifts, as riches, and ho- 
nour, which he asked not; ſo great 
delight hath the Lorde to heare vs 

& Which 


ſeek m him, thole thinges which | 
E greatelt, and excellent. Let vs 
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The only 
way to 
get other 
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raines oh 
uery goo 

thing that 


it craucs. 


{ces . Ye know, that the King can denie 
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| therefore aſcribe vntothe Lord, glo- 
ry and power, heis a great King : let 
vs not diſhonor kim, by ſecking from 
him ſmall and periſhing things, the 
leaſt ofthem is enough for vs to re- 
ceue?) For we are not worthy of the leaſt 
| of all bis mercies: but not euough tor 
the Lord to giue: ſuppoſe the Lord 
| would giuevs all the workes of his 
hand into our poſleſsion, they ſhall 
be found but comfortles comforts in 
theend, vnlelle we enjoy his fayour 


CO — 
| 


towards v3in Icſus Chrilt. 
Verſe 27. Then he /aid. | 
Pon this carneſt defire of laced, | 

the Lord reſolues,that hee will 
bleſle him : wee haue a promiſe of 
God, 4ke andit ſhall be ginen you, and 
weehaue alſo manifold confirmati- 
ons of this promiſe . Zedekiah | 
it ina flattering manner to his Prin- 


you | 
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you nothing. But it is moſt trye in the 
Lord our God , ſuch is hislauing af- 
feQtion towards al his ſubje&s of the 
kingdome of grace,that in very deed 
he can denie them nothing , which 
they askein faith. As to the wicked, | 


(faith Saint James) they aske, and 


vette not , becauſe they aske not in 
faith, nor forthe right end. Jtis writ- 
ten of Yieelhius the Emperour,that one 
of his friendes being refuſed of his 
petition, which was not reaſonable, 
waxed angry, and ſaid vnto himz 
what auailes to me thy frindihip,ſee- 
ing I cannot obtaine that which I 
craue? who replies vnto him, and 
whatauailes to me thy friendſhip, if 
for thee, I muſt docthat which is vn- 
lawtull? If ſuch equity hath beene 
found in man , what ſhall we thinke 
of our God? with what face dare 
we ſecke that from God , which 1s 
valawfull to be g1yen?2 But whatſo- 
cuer we aske of the Lord in faith, we 


. Cas 


are 


| 


ht. AM. 


Faith, a 
rare iewel. 
and mT 


Cyril.catech 
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A newe 
name 1Sg1- 
uen to Ia- 
cob. 


| 


' | this wreſtling, ſhall ſuſtaine thee 


lacobs Wreftling. 
areſure toobtayneit, or a better . $5 
rare a jewell is faith,that he who hath 
it, hath all thinges to be his: God for 
bis Father Teſus Chriſt for his Saui- 
our; the holy Ghoſt for his Comfor- 
terzthe Angels for his miniſtring Sp1- 
| rits; this world for a ſojorning place; 
all the good creatures therein tor his 
Servants; and the heauen for his 1n- 
heritance: therefore ſaid Cyril, Lata 
mercatura et fide;. 

Before the Lorde bleſle him , hee 
askes [acob what his name was:he an 
{wered, My name 1s Jacob: to whom 
the Lord ſaies, Thou ſhaltno more 
be calld /acob(only,) but ſhalt be ca- 
led I/raelalſo.T giue thee now a new 
name, and this bleſsing, that as thou 
haſt had power with God, ſo hereaf- 
ter ſhalt thou preuaile with men: fear 
not therefore the face of thy brother 
Eſau. He that gaue thee ſtrength in 


—— 


alſo in all thy conflies with men. 


| Thus | 


——Y 
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; Thus the Lorde will haue /acob vic 
the preſent experience of gods mer- 
cy at this time, as a confirmation of 
himin all time to come. 

lacob then (as yee ſce) hath twoo | Iacob has 
| names, and both ofthem hee gettes | twonames 
from wreſtling . He wreſtled once — 
with his brother Eſa in the wombe bs tear 
ofhis mother, and fromit heerecei- | ing. 
ned the name /acob , becauſe heheld 
his brother by the hecle . Nowa- 
gainc hee wreſtleth with the Lorde, 
and from it heereceincth this other | 
name //rael, a Princeof God. As 
it was with 1acob, ſoisit with all the 
true I{raclites of God; wreſtling a- 
bides them , and in wreſtling they 
mult bee exerciſed, ſometimes wit 
God, as /ſrae/, ſometime with man, 
as /acoeb with Eſaw , and Paxie with 
beaſtes at Epheſw. Noman 1s crow- | 
ned before hee ſtriue : the husband- 
| man muſt labour before hee recciue 
the fruit; and we, by many tribula- | 

tions 
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With the 
| New name 
God alſo 
giueth him 
nevy grace 


( 


| 
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of God. 

Againe, yeeſee, thatas the Lord 
beſtoweth vppon /aceb a new name, 
{o therewithall hee beſtoweth vpon 
him new graces, encreaſe of faith, 
and fpirituall ſtrength to refiſt ten- 
tations. It is not the Lords maner of 
dealing to ſet out his ſeruants with 


| 


7 vaineand glorious titles, which im- 


port nothing when hee giues them a 
new name : hee giueth alſo new gra- 
ces anſwerable to the name; by his 
word hee calles things tobe, which 
werenot, SoliDeoidem facere quod 


to thinges according as they are. 

ometime he changetha name from 
the betterto the worſe, astheplace 
once called Bethel,the houſe of God, 
the Lord called it Bethaven,the houſe 
of vanitie : and this the Lord dooth 


| 


not, butwherea changeis indeede 
from 


y== 


loqm,tor ynto Godit is one to ſpeak, 
and to doe. Andhee giueth names 


tions muſt enterinto the kingdome | 


| 
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from good vnto cuill. Sometimea- | 
geainc hee chaungeth the name from | 
the woorſe to the better. Wherert | yx,c 
was fayde unto yow, Yee are not mypeo- 
ple , it ſhall beſarde, Tee arethe ſonnes| 
of the ling God: and this he dothnot 
but where a change is indeede of the 
perſons, who gets thename from c- 
uill vnto good. 

And this is a rule , whereby wee | Bythisrnle 
way trie our ſelues, whether the new | we ſhould 
name that appertaynethto Chriſt: | © _ 
ans, begiuen vnto vs of the Lorde, Py "nga 
or notz orif we haue vſurpedit our | be compe- 
ſelues.If the Lord haue changed thy | tent to vs 
name,as hedid /acobsname,et it ap- | 9790- 
| peare in this, thathe hath alſo chan- 
ged thy ſelfe . Hath hee giuen thee 
that grace, which thename imports? 
Haſt thou receined an ointment from that | Toh. 
Helie one? Hath hee illuminate thy 
darke? quickened thy dead heart? 
ſanRif ed thy vncleane affeRions? 


| Then mayeſt thou be ſure, that thou 
haſt 
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haſt receiued thy name from God : 
butif yet wee be ſuchas remaynein 
| our naturall eſtate , liuinginourold 
finnes, vnder the new name of a 
Chriſtian; as now the moſt profane 


| men haue gottenon the couering of 
a Chriſtian name, and E/aw dooth 


putte on him the apparrell of /aces : 
thouthat ſo dooſt , mayelt be ſure, 
the Lordeneuer gaue vato thee this 
new name, but thou haſt violent! 

vſ{urped it vntothy ſelfe. It ſhall be 
no moreauaileable to thee than was 


the garmentof good king /ehoſaphat 


vnito wicked Achab: yea it ſhal aug- 
ment ſo much the more the wrath of 
God vpon thee, becauſe that vnder 
an holy name, thou haſt lived an vn- 
holy life. Belaſar ſinned againſt 
God by excefle and intemperancie, 
but that hee abuſed the holy vellells 
ofthe houſe of God, to ſerue him to 


profane drinking, was a double (in. 


a horrible ſacrilege, yetnotſo hor- 
_rible 


yt. td — —————— 
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rible as thine. He abuſed dead veſ- 
ſelles , but thou profaneſt a living 
ſoule and body ; they are notthine 
owne, they were once made by the 
Lord & bought againe by the price 
of his bloud, and ſob al right are 


the Lordes, by baptiſmethey were | 


ſeparate fo the ſeruice 0 and | 
ſis markeput vpon them. Notwith- | 
Nanding all this, thou dareft ſacrile- | 
giouſly abuſe them, and make them 
weapons ot vnrighteouſneſle tothe 
ſeruice of Sathan . O miſerable man! 
what feareful judgement may(? thou 
looke for at the handes of God? The 
wrath of God u renealed againit all un. | 
godlineſſe and vnrighteonſneſſe of man. 

Tribulation and angniſh ſhall be vppon the | 
ſenle of enery man that dooth eu, eerie | 
man ſhall receine according to that which | 
he hath done in the bodie . T urkes and 
Pagans ſhall not eſcape vnpuniſht, 
but thou that abuſeſ? thy ſouleand 


body to the ſeruice of Sathan,which | 


by 


CL 
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curſe of 
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.| {ed to giue his mother Bathſbeba, 


to grauntit. Thus men can promiſe 


Tacobs Wreftting. | | | 
by baptiſme wert ſeparate and con- 
ſecrate to the Lord, committeſt a} 
double ſacrilege, and therefore may | 


__———. 
— 


[look for a double judgement , cx- 


ceptin time thou repent, 
| Betan/e thou haFt hadpower with God: | 
As lacobſought a bleſsing , ſo atthe | 
length hee getteth it; forthe Lorde | 
at the laſt will fuifill the deſires of them, 
who feare hm. Thedefircof the child | 
of God, 1sas a birth conceiuedin the 
ſoule of man, which ſhall not die, but 
come to perfeftion. Sel/omonpromi- 


| whatſocuer ſhee would aske, andit 
were to the halfe of his kingdome; 
yet when ſhe asked, that Abrfhag the 
Shwnawite might be giuen to Adoniah 
his brother to wife, Sa/omonrefuſed 


much, and performe little : it 1s not 
ſo with the Lord our God. He hath 
bidden vs pray , hee hath promiſed 


| to heare, and ſhall not alſofaileto 


EE performe,. 


Amar EE 
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performe, Nungnam oranti beneficia de- 
negabit, qui orantes vt ne deficiant , ſua 
pietate inſtigat . He will ncuer denie 


his benefits to vs, when we pray,who 


pronokes vs to pray. 
But as to the wicked, the hope of the 
Fhpocrite ſhall periſh: their ſoules are 


| fall of deſires, like ſo many ſtrong 


voyces, crying for that, whuch they 
ſhall neuer obrayne; they wait vpon 
lying vanities, which ſhall neuer 
come to palle. md tam panale,quem 
ſemper welle, quod nunquam erit, & ſem- 
per noile, qnod nunquam non erit ,in drer- 
uum non obtinebit , quod vault, &-mn ater- 
num quod non vult ſuſtmebit. What pu- 
niſhment more fearefull can fall on a 
man, then that he ſhould ever wiſh, 
that which neuer ſhalbe,and ay wiſh 
that werenot, which ſhal be for cuer: 
that which he will,he ſhall neuer ob- 
tayne; and that which he will not, he 
ſhall for cuer ſuſtaine : and yetthis1s 
a miſerable eſtate of the wicked. Let 

I V$ 
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vs therefore take heede to our prx- 
dominate defir:s-; for miſerable are 
they, whoſe deſires are on the world, 
more then on the Lord; and on vani- 
| ſhing tri fles,more then vpon his per- 
manent merc1es. For when the Lord 
hath falled their bellies with his hid- 
| dentreaſure,and giuenthem enough, 
| that they leave the reſt behinde to 
| their children : what haue they more 
tocraue from the Lord? They haue 
gotten their deſire , they are not to 
| looke that ever they ſhall be perta- 
kers of the felicitie of Gods choſen, 
The wic- | their hart wasneuer ſet vpon it, they 
ked haue | hawe receitied their conſolation on the 
| received | ezth, they haue no more to looke 


their con- | £.. Werefore our Sauiour pronoun- 
ſolatis on a 
ezrth. ceth a fcarefull woe vpon them , and 


no meruaile; for miſerable indeede is 
their condition, their conſolatis dies, 
before they die themſelues; their 
| comforts forſake them , before they 


gocout of the world : and like the | 
_ Gomwrd]| 


_—— —— 
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Gowrd of Joxas, withereth before 
theireyes:in their life they ſate vnder 
the ſhadowe of it, but in their death 
it is gone, and they find no comfort 
in it. Well knew Dazidtheir miſery, 
and therefore praics he, Deliner mee 
O Lord, from the men of the wo1ld,, who 
hane therr portion in this hife « thatis, let 
me nener be one of them . Weehaue 
therefore to marke, where-away the 
benefits of our afteions doe carrie 
vs, forif we feele the Lords bleſsing, 
no doubt we ſhall finde itz and if the 


| 
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deſire of our h:rts be aboueal things 
towardes the Lorde, ſuch a defire I 


| 
; meane, as vieth the meanes thatmay 
| bring vs vnto him; for otherwiſe 


wicked Balaam will defire, Oh that I 


| mirbt die of the righteens! which he ſhal 
, not obtayne. But let vs goe theright 
. way to mercy , proteſting with god- 


ly Daxid,O Lord 1 deſire to ave x Com- 
' mandementes, and then no doubt the 


, Lord ſhall crowne vs with mercies, | 


I 2 and 


Ton, 


Pal. 
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and compaſsions at the laſt. 
T how ſhalt preuaile with men . I doe 
no w heere by my word{wil the Lord 


ſay) inueſt thee in this priuiledge, 


that no power of man ſhall be able 
to oucrcome thee . Goe on therefore 
with courage inthy journey whuch 
I haue commaunded thee, and feare 
not any thing, thatman is able todo 
againſt thee. Where it is to bemar- 


| ked, that the Lord promiſeth not to 


his ſeruant any immunity from affli- 
Ction : yea by the contrary, the Lord 
fore-warnes, that men wil make op- 
poſition to him; for where no oppo- 
ſttion1smadeby men, how can there 
bea priuiledge by 1ace6? It 1s neede- 
full we conſider , what it 1s that the 
Lord hath promiſed vato vs, leſt loo- 
king for that, which he hath not pro- 
miſed vs, wedeceiueour ſclues. Ma- 
ny inthe time of trouble, make foule 


apoſtaciefrom Chriſt, and al bicauſe, 


| whenthey entred intheprofeſsion of 
chriſhan| 


- 
FLOSS To Wh 


—— 


lacobs wreſtling. 


| chriſtian religion , they conſidered 
; not they con!d not be his Diſciples, 
| except that they beare his Crofle, but 
| fooliſhly lookrt for ſome ternporall 
eaſe , or worldly commodity in the 
following of Chriſt , which hee ne- 
uer promiſed them . Theſe are pro- 
| feſſors like to the Samaritans, who ſo 
long as the Iewiſh religion flouri- 
ſhed, and was in honour, cauſed alſo 
to be built, a temple on a high moun- 
taine of Samaria, named Garizw, that 
In this they ſhould not benertorto 
' the Iewes. T hey boaſted themſelues 
' tobe the progente of Joſeph, & wor- 
ſhippers of God alſo with them: but 
when they perceiued that the Iewes 
vere cruelly afflifted for worſhip- 
' ping God by Artiochns Epiphanes, & 
fearing leſt they ſhuld be alſo hand- 
led in the like manner, they chaun. 
ged their coat, affirming, that they 
were not 1ſraeltes, but Stdonans, and. 
| had built their temple,not vnto God. 
| I 3 but 


| 


[ 
| 


Many nat 
cohdering 
this , be. 

come apo= 
ſtataes in 
the time of 
trouble. 


Carol, Si 
£08, de ſe- 


pus, heb, | 


— 


| 


Thismade 
the Tewcs 
ſtumble at 
Chrift,be- 
cauſe they 
| looked for 
a temporal 
xingdome, 


Luc.14.238 
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| but /pzer: thus a little winde ſepe- 
rates the chaffe, and the corne, and a 
fierce tryall diſtinguiſheth the coun- 
terfeit, and true profeſſor. 
Inlikemaner, the ignorant Tewes, 
becauſe they vnderiioode not the 


promiſes made concerning the 2le/- 


/a.looked that Chriſt ſhould haue re- 
ſtored vnto the their temporall king- 
dome,peaccably, and free : whereof, 
when they ſawe themſclues diſap- 
rage , they were offended with 

im,and perſecuted jim to the death. 
It were therefore good for vs that we 
ſhould follow the counſaile of our 
Sautour, and reckon with our iclues 
intime, in what {tate of life we en- 
ter, when we enter to the profeſs1c. 
of chriſtianity, before we build a tower, 
{et 5 count the coſt, whetiier we hane [u}- 
ficient to performe it \teft thar whe we bane 
laid the foundation , and not able to per- 
forme , we fall not vnder this ſhame, 
to bemocked of wen, but bring v- 


pon 


on our ſ{elues a more feareful! wrath 
2. Pct.2.20 


lacobs Wreſllimg. 


of God. For had beene better, notto 
hane knowne the way of righteonſnesthen 
= we haue know:e it, to turne from the 

oly commandement given vnto vs , like 
dogs to the vomit , and like the ſowe that 
was waſhed, to the wallowing in the mire. 
If we could reſfolue in time, that they 
who will line godly in Chriſt , muſt ſuffer 
perſecation,and arme our ſelues before 
hand thereunto, reckoning with our 
ſclues, that of the Lords indulgence, 
weeare ſpared euery day , wherein 
ſome notable croſle 1s not laid vpon 
vs, then certainely ſhould wee ac- 


count the leſle of trouble, when it | 


comes vnto vs. 

We haue here againe to conſider 
the connexion of thele wordes , be- 
cauſe thou haſt had power with God, thou 
ſralt prenaile with men: and out of them 

re may perceiue , that the Lord will 
hk this wreſtling of /acobs, wherein 
he was exerciſed, ummediately by the 


I 4 Lord, 


— 


Tim, 


oO EG 


Lt — 


| — ——_— _ 


— 


| | 1acobs Wreſthng. | 


——— 


Lord, to be a preparation vnto him 
againſt other tentations, which were 
The Lord | to come by men . Wherein is ſhad- 


by inward | Jowed vnto vs, how the Lord doth 
} exerciſes 


of conſci. | fir{t prepare his children by uwreſt- 
ence,maks | ling with himſelfe, before he ſend' 
his childre | them out to encounter with men, | 
ſtrong to | and ſo makes the inward exerciſes of 


endure out ality wlgs | 
{ ward trou their mindes, pr eparations, hereby 


bleswhich | they are made readicthe better to en- 
comefro |dureall outward troubles, thatcome 
men. from men. 

This made 29fes that he was not 
afraid of the face of Phzraoh, becauie 
he had ſcene firſt the face of God, ſer 
_ | Heb. 1. [he aw(faith the Apoltic)buwm who was | | 

Pro. 19.13 | inuifible : The Kmgs wrath (ſayth Sato-| | 

t mon) 18 as the roring of a tron: but when 
the Lord vtters kis wrath , then the | 
heartand countenaunce of tie grea- 
teſt monarch of the:yorld make hum | 

as highas Belajar, ſhall failehim) | 
he will neucr loſe a good con{cience 
for feare of the wrath of man , that 
knoweth | 


L ————— _- —_— 


—_— 


* —_—— — 4 


_— 
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knoweth the power of thewrath of God: 
Feare nat the man whoſe breath ts in hu 
zoftbrilles : the moſt he can doe, and 
that by permiſsion, hee # able ro kill 
the body , but let vs feare the Lorde, 
who ts able to cat both ſoule and bodte m- 
zo bell fire. This ſuſtained aged Poti- 
carp againſt all the threatnings of 
the Proconſull . gnem minars ad ho- 
ram ar/urum , C paulo poit extimguen- 
dum , tguoras vero tgnem Hium futurum- 
| aicy EF aterm ſupplicy unpys reſernatum: 
| Thouthreatnelt me (faith hee) with 
| a fire which wall burnetoran houre, 
| and ſhortly atter be quenched, but 
; thou knoweſt not that fire of the 
judgement to come reſerued for the 
wicked, which will burne for eurr. 
Itis the holy feare of God, which ba 
ritherh out of our harts the protane 
fcare of men, that wee will not du <- 
wil to offend the Lord; no, rt tot 
all the paines that can follow © vs 
this preſenthfe . Ai? $l.yiviuret e 
{ 0:6 


— 


Eſa. 


Euſeb,bb.4 
4 Þ, 16, 


Theyfeare 
not much 
the wrath 
o* man, 
who haue 
b CC biu- 
bled with 
the (ence | 
o* the 
w:ath of 
God, 


—— 
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Lord in great mercie towardes his 
| children, dooth ſometiines exerciſe 
them with the ſenſe ofhis wrath,and 
letteth them feele the ſting of an ac- 
culing conſcience, that ſo they may 
comeoutto the worlde,(trong inthe 
: Lorde againſt outward rentations; 
fully reſolued rather to diſpleaſe me, 
than the Lord , ratherto indurepre- 
ſent puniſhments, than to caſt them- 
{elues vnder daunger of the wrath 
1 which is to come. And fo are the 
children of god to reckon with them 
ſelues , that their inward wreſtlings, 
are'preparatiues for outward trou- 


| bles. | 


Py” "7 i... to CC 
ti 


| Verſe 29. And lacob ahed, What 
#u thy name? 


It is a fin» | Ow, lacob hauing receiued the 
full curio. 1 


fitie , to bleſsing, proceedes in the con- 


| ſecketo | ference, and delireth to knowe the 
| name | 


— — — _ 


K _—r 
- 
DR —— 


lacobs Wrefiiling. | 7 | 


| om TJ. 


name of him, who bleſled him : No | know that 
' doubt but hee knew before, thatit __ 
' wasthe Lord, otherwiſe he had not ; = 
| . * D 0 
' oughtableſsing from him. It ſtand- 
| eth not with the nature of faith, To 
| pray to any in whome we beleeuenot. By Rom. 
| this queſtion hee attaincth not to a- 
' ny new knowledge; for hee who 
' bleſſed him, refuſeth to tell his name; 
but /acob by calling theplace Pemel, 
as afterwards fo]lowes, plainely de- 
| clares hee knew it was the Lord, So 
then this asking importeth not, that 
' Jacob did not know it was the Lorde, 
' that had giuen himthe bleſsing, on- 
| ly it declarcthan earneſt defircin [as 
| cob to have had a more familiarre- 
' uclation of the Lord to him : which 
| I thinxe he did of a good minde and 
intention, ſuchas ofes had when 
| hedefired to ſeerhe face of God. Yet 
| yeſceal our good intentions are not 
alway approoued of the Lord. With | 
[1s good intention there is joyned a 
| peece 


A— 


—_— 


Eſpecially? 
to ſearch 
out the di. 
nine maie- 


ieſtie, far. 


the then jr 
is reueaied 


tovs in the P 


word, 
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peece of curiolitie, that he will haue 
more knowledge of the majeſtic of 
God than the Lord thought cxpedi- 
ent to communicate vnto him;other- 
wiſe the Lorde had not refuſedhum. 
To eeke a greater pertetion of 
knowledge, where the Lord offers 
It, 1s very commendable, but to a- 
ſpireto knowe that which God will 
notteach, and namely, to ſca:ch out 
that diuine majeſty farther than hee 
leaſeth to reueale himſelfe, 1s curi- 
olity and preſumption worthy to be 
damned, He that ſearches : Ouantus 
fu Dens & que illivs menſura & qualis 
efſentia , talia ſciſcitants ſunt periculoſa 
ci gui rogatur complexa, talium medi- 
cinaefÞ ſuentium . To askethe quan- 
tity, and meaſure of God, or what 1s 


[ous to him that asketh, intricate 
to him thatis asked at, and are beſt 
anſwerd by filence. T here be names 


| 


whereby the Lord expicileth him- 
{elte 


1 


_- — — 


his eſſence: ſuch queſtions are peril- | 


lacobs Wreflling. 


ſelfe to vs according to our capaci- 
ty,butas to his proper name,itis him 
ſelfe, it can not be comprehended. 
Why ackeft thou my name , which is won- 
derfull? And from this curioſitic 14- 
cob here by Gods reproofe is reſtrai- 
ned. Thus finne with our nature we 
haue drawne from our firſt father 4- 
dam,the knowledge wherewith God 
indued him contented him not, he a» 
ſpired toman , and ſought to be c- 
quall with God in the knowledgeof 
good and cuil. And thatthis poyſon 
from Adam is propagate to his po- 
ſteritie, dooth daily appeere among 
the common fruites of our corrupti- 
on; for eyther wee are carcleſle to 
learne thoſe thinges, whereof the 
Lord hath offred himſelfe a teacher, 
orelſe wee are curious ſearchers of 
thoſe things, which the Lord hath 
kept ſecret and hidden from vs. 
Thereare two poynts of know- 
ledge moſt excellent and _—_— 
or 


—— 


Tud. 


CC” 


——— 


_— 


L—_— 
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' ry know- | forman;- the firſt, ro knowe God, nnd 
ledge. hins whome be bath ſent, for heerem cov. | 
ifs eternal life:the ſecond is,to know 
our ſelues, and the ſtate of our owne 
 conſ{ciences. But ſuch1s the vanitie 
of the minde of man,that with Adam 
had rather cate of the tree of know- 
| ledge, than of the tree of life, and de- 
lighteth to be wel read in any book, 
| rather than in the booke of his owne 
| Yer negle- conſcicnce. And yemay mark inthe 
&ed by A- | carnall profeſſors of this age, thatif 
daws (ins, | at any time they beginne to ſpeake 
who dcfi- | of Theologie, then do they handle 
| oy xather diuine things in adivelliſh manner, 
| the tree of | altogether mexpert in the woordes of 
knowlege, | Tighteowſneſſe: and hauing no sk1ll to 

then of the | ſheake the language of Canaan , eyther 
eee of te, | elſethey talke profanely vppon that 
| Heb. which God hath revealed, inſiſting | 
moſt in points of dodtrinelealt pro- 

fitable for them, orthen curiouſly 
they enquire for that which God 

hath concealed from them , not re- 

membring : 


_ OO —— 


, . 
—_—_ 4 
- 


| = Iacobs Wi refling, 


i | membring that warning of Moſes, Deut. 


ſecret things are for the Lord, but things 
renealed are for vs and onr children. | 
"This curious demaund of 1acobs, | Th;s curi- 
is anſwered with a gentle refuſall, | efitie brid 
Why fpeares thou my name? The Inter- | led, and' 
rogator ſtrives to ſend Jacob within reprooued 
himſelfe, that by a new tryall taken 
of iis ſpeach within his ownemind, 


hee might ſee how vnneceſlary,and 


vnprofitable his petition was . Af- 
ter thismaner it is cuſtomableto the 
Lord to rebuke the friuolous curio- 
fities of his owne children, that wee 
may learneto be ſober, and not pre- | Rom. 
ſume aboue that which t written. In bus |\Cyril. ct- 
que de Dev dicuntur , maxima ef ſcr- 
| entia ignorantiamL fateri, terram inha- 
bitas,eh terre fines ignoras,que modo con- 
ditorenL, terre comprehendes, animam- 
babes cuins facultates enumerare non | 
wales, Stellas vides quas numerare non 
potes, numera privcille, que vides, & 
tune illuns, qui non apparet, enarra. In 
| thoſe 


I—_— a a —_ hs 


The we | 
Ws | 
rctuſcth ro 
glue thar, 


| fonde Wreflhng. -4 


thoſe things which concernethe di. 
vinity, it is a great knowledgeto ac. 
knowledge our ignoraunce ; thou 
dwelleſtin the carth , and knoweſt 
not the borders thereof”: how then 
ſhalt thou comprehend him, who is 
Makerof theearth? thou haſt with- 
in thee a ſoule, the faculties whereof 
thou artnot able to cnuinerate; thou 
ſeelt the ftarres, and canſt not tell 
the nuwber of them : beginnefarſt, 
and reckon out thofe thinges which 
thou ſeeſt, and then, if thou canſt , 
Him that is not ſeene. Letvsthere- 
fore reſtraine our ſelues from ſuch 1- 
dleſpeculations; and if others ſpare, 
notto proue vs witn thelike of theſe 
raſh and perillous queſtions, which 
Thave condemned, then remember 
with Bafll, T, 5 kg optima, medicina 
| ef# falentium. = 

Yetitis tobemarked, that albeit 
echt refuſeto tell Jacob hisname yet 


he refuſeth not to giue /acob his _—_ 
Ing, 


— 


—_— 


>. 


- w— 
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ſing. Sometime the Lord graunteth 
his children their deſires, becauſe he 
ſees it is fortheir weale. Qther times 
herefuſeth them, and that alſo for 
their weale: but whether he ſay yea, 
or no to0their petitions , hee workes 
alway in mercy towards them. Hee 
granted fleth to the children of //a- 
el, becauſe they ſoughtit, but there- 
withall his wrath fell vpon them: of 


the which it 1s evident, that ſomtime 


hee granterh men their petitions, be- 
cauſe heis angry with them . Others 
againe he refuſeth,bicauſe he is mer- 
cifull to them, denying vnto them 
that which they crave, but granting 
an.other thing, which is much more 


| profitablefor them z Multi Deoira- 


to exandiuntur , multis proputins Deus 
nom tribuit., quod volunt, wt quod witle 
et tribuat : The Apoſtle Pax being, 


buffeted by the an cl of Sathan,be, 
ſoffir the = thrice, thathe might, 


bedeliuered from him, Ferecemed 


K a 


which his 
children {| 
ſceks, that 
hee may 

giue theo 
therthings 
more c9- | 
uvenient 


for them. 


Ay, de ve 
nitat. Eccl. 
cap. I'9, 


{ 


— 
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1.  _- als wreſtling. 


| - |2refuſaltofthatwhich heſought, & 
yetthe Lord left him not deſtitute of 
comfort : Sepe multos Deus non exandit 
. \ adwoluntatem, vt exaudiat ad ſalntem : 
| A& 1. | Inthefirſtofthe Ates, the diſciples 
: © {askeaqueſtionat Chriſt, #/ilt thor at 

| ”  . | ehistime reſtore the kengdome to Iſrael ? 
 _ | But what aunſwere receiue they ? a 
' plaine refuſall ; I is nor for you to know 
the trmes, and ſeaſons : yet hee pro- 
miſcth to them a better thing; But 
nee /ſhallreceine power of the Holy-Ghoſt. 

| Andhis is | O happy exchange! letitbe vn- 
a happy |fo vs, O Lord, according to thy 
exchange, | wordez deny vs, O Lorde , anle 
whereun - | thing thou wilt, but neuer der:y to 
414ha x. | YS thy holy Spirit, that it may leade | 
| cilie agree. | VS19to all trueth, ſo long as we re- 
maine herezand in th'end,may bring 

vs vnto the fight of thy joyfull face. 
2h, Let vs gine vnto the Lord this glo- 
ry, that heis our mercifull Father, 
| not onely when hee graunteth, but 
cuen when he refuſcth ſome of thoſe 
things 


' 


i. ct. 
— i —— 


/ 


_— 
—- 


——— 


| Lodo Wreſtling. 


ſtand, that being diſeaſed, we doe 
\ſeeke of the Lord bodily health, and 
ſeekeit too with this reſtriction, if 1t 


j 
i 
| 
| 


| 


pleaſehimz and yetthou obtaine it 
not, the Lordethinking it good to 
keepe thee vnder a licke body,tothe 
end he mar reſtore vnto thee, health 
of thy ſoulez for ſo may yereadein 
the goſpell, that many being moo- 
ved by bodily diſeaſes , who other- 
wiſe werenorminded to come vnto 
leſus Chriſt, hath found in him, 
health both of body and ſoule. It 
may alſo fall out, that thou do ſeeke 
from the Lord, temporall riches,avd 
that conditionaly,if it pleaſe him,for 
a benefit, thatthou be not burden- 
ons vnto others, and yettheLord 
thinkes it more expedient, to refuſe 
thee,leſt riches ſhould bea ſnare vn- 
to thee; for vrito many they are but 
Specioſa vincula, quibus alligantur , & 4 


quibu poſſidentur , magis quam. poſſi= 
+ 


things which we defire. It may well 


_ demt. | 


Bodilie 
ſicknefle 
hath cha- 
ſed many 
to their 
ſoules 


health. 


Riches re- 
fuſed to 
ſome of 
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dent . Beautifull bandes vwherewith 


| they arebound, which they poſleſle 


not, butare poſleſſed ofhim.. Thus 
their proſperity and riches becomes 
their ruine, ſo corruptis ournature, 
that the ſame giftes, which ſhoulde 
drawe our hearts after the Lord, are 
alurements to turne them from him: 
Facile enim cor bumanum omnibus , que 
frequentat,adbaret adeo,ut vix, ant nun- 
quam ſine amore valeant poſſiaert : For 
the heart of nian cleaueth very eaſily 
vntothat, wherewith itis acquain- 
ted, ſothat hardly or never can we 
polleſle the thinges of this worlde, 
without immoderate loue of them. 
And therfore the Lord in greatmer- 
cie take them from vs, that they doe 
not take vs from him. Let vs there- 
fore commit the ſucceſle of our prai- 
ers tothe Lord, let vs not preſume 
to /imttate the Holy one of Iſrae!, being 
alway comforted with this , that if 


| the Lord denie vs, that which wee 


———_—  _{{. 


wouls| 


——_CW 


- 
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| 
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would haue, hee ſhall giue vs an o- | 


thing, whichis more expedient for | 


VS. 


Verſe 30, etrd lacob called the 
name of the place Pemiel, @c. 


J-z E conference betweene the 
Lord, and /acob, being ended, 
Moſes now makes mention of 1acebs 
thankefvlneſle, which he declareth 
in two things:firſt hee1mpones ſuch 
aname to the place, as might ſtand 
for a perpetuall mcmoriall of Gods 
familiar apparition vnto him. And 
next,he rendreth himſelfe obedient, 
not regarding any daunger, that 
might be before him, trulthng vnto 
the worde of the Lorde, hee goeth 
with courage forward in his jour- 
ney. 

Firſt I ſay, he imponesa nameto 
the place, and calleth it Pemell, the 


face of God, he giueth the reaſon, be- 


2 K 3 cauſe 


þ 


How TIa- 
cob thews 
himſelfe 
chaukfull 
to God for | 
the bene- | 
fits recci. 
ued, into 
thiges, 


Such thak 
fulnes be- 
comes the 
| children 
of God. 


Plal. 


Pro. 
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RI 
wh 
cauſe I haue ſeene the face of God, 
and my life is preſerued . Secing the 
Lord (will hee ſay) hath ſhewne me 
this mercy,that I haue ſcene his face, | 
and am not confounded ; I will nz- 
uer burne it in vathankfulneſle; and 


— CT 


of God, it1s goodreaſon the praiſe 


the waters that come ſecretly from | 
the ſca, through the veines of the 
earth, returne againe1n their troghs 
publiquely vntoit , fo euery good 
thing, which the ſecret bleſsing of 
God hath conueyed vnto vs, by 
publike praiſe, ſhonlde agaynere- 
curne vato [1m . If wee haue gotten 
comfort from the Lord , we thould 


citevnto the Lord his glory. And 
it 1s the manner of the children of 


God. | # 


© 


[TC 


lacobs wreſtling, 
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God, they can not reſt contcnted, 


| when God hath refreſhed them with 


| 


«a #.T 


his mercies, till the Lord get his own 
praiſe . And heereof it commeth, 


that they ere publike monuments, 


and memorialls, or at theleaſt ſend 
out publike thankeſgiuing for theſc 
mercies, which God ptiuately and 
ſecretly hath beſtowed vppon them. 

But as to the wicked , they ſwal- 
low vp the benefites of God in yn- 
thankefull obliuion :.if the Lord in- 
creaſe their wealth and proſperitie, 
they ſacrifice totheir ownenet, as 


though their prouidence and witte 


had dooneit: andifhce do prelerue 
them from daungers, they impute 
their deliueranceto their idoll , They 
make their mouth to kifſe their hand, as 
if their owne arme had ſaued them. 
Thus are they like vnto that ſalt ſea, 
whereinto Iordan floweth , it ſwallo- 
weth vp all the water of /ordan, but 
 _ no greater neither yet doth 
x R 4 the 


| 


| 


The great 
vnthank- 
fulnefle of 
the wic- | 


ked. 


_ mem 


l 


Hol. 6. 


Chryſoft.de 
Sacerd, li. 


How 1s it 
that the 


((ight of 


| 


1 
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the ſalt and bitter waters thereot be- 


come {iyeeter,for all that the wicked 


receiue from the Lord, their olde 
{cent remayneth in them they are 


not the better , nevther 1s ther heart 


inlarged to praiſe him. They do take 
fromthe Lorde, without giuinz a- 
payne, like barren and voprofita- 
le ground, that deuoureth ſecede, 
and renders nothing : Ard therefore 
uw neare unto curſing , whoſe end is burn- 
mp. Learne therefore, Oman to be 
thankefull rothy God. Euery bene- 
fite that thou haſt recejued , that en- 
creaſeth not thy thankefuineſle, ſhal 
aſſuredly encreaſe thy judgement : 
Due. enim. beneficia accepta melio- 
rem nonreddunt , ts cerie etiam grauins 
ſupplicium commerectur : Hee whome 
benefites receiued maketh not the 
better , dooth aſluredly thereby de- 
merite heawer puniihments. 
We are next to conſider, how 15 1t 
that [acob accounts ita greatmercie, 


> ————_— 


—_ 2 CO  — — RO — 


2 — — 


that 


| lacobs Wreftlng. | 


bn ——— 


that he hath ſeene God, and yet his 
life preſerued, ſeeing the Lord is:he 
Godof comfort? how 1s it his preſence 
ſhould bring a terrour vato men ? it 
1s his countenance that makes glad! 
thehart : when he hides his face, the 
creature 1s troubled ; but when hee 


'nued, when thow didaeſt hide thy face 


ſendes forth his ſpirit, they are crea- 
ted. And theface of the earth is re- 


(faith D aid) I was ſore troubled. How 
is it then, that /acob here ſhould ſay, 
that the ſight of the face of God cau- 
ſeth death, and that his countenance 


ſhould confound man ? Adamin pa- 
radiſc inthe ſtate of innocency was 
| familiar with God, he ſaw, & hcard 
ithe Lord,and was comforted: from 
| whence then commeth this change, 
| that man cannot ſce the Lord, and 
' line? Surely the fault is not in the 
' Lorde, his countenance is the wel-, 


ſpring of life : beic the father of fight, 


«nd the God of all conſolation. The 
| | fault 


PIO) 


God ter. ' 


rifies man 
ſeing he is 
the God 
of com- 
fort. 


Pſal.104. 
29, 


The cauſe 
of this, is 


——— 


with 10y. | 
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faultis in vs, in our ſinfull, and per- 
uerted nature. Faulty & weake eies 
cannot beholde the hight without 
Paine, not for any eml] which 1s 1n 
the ight which 1s good, and com- 
| Grab | but for the infirmity which 
1s 1n themſelues. And f(infull men 
cannot {ce the Lord without feare, 
not for any faultin the Lord, who is 
mercifull, and gratiovs; but tor that 
peruerſediſpoſition, which {in hath 
wrought in our ſelues. This made 
the 1/racbres to tremble, whenthey | 
heard him, and made that holy Pro- 
phet E/ay crie out, woe is me, when he 
ſaw buta fimilitude, and repreſen- 
tation of his Majeltie. And who 
then may abide that Majeſtic in it 
ſelfe? | 
Theſethreepillars of the Church 
Peter, lames,and [shn,fel down to the 
ground, aſtoniſhed at a ſmall mani- 
teſtation of his glory : the brightnes | 
ofhis glorious tace, ſhining like the 
ſunne, 


OED 


| lacobs Wreſtling. 


—— — 


ſunne, confounded them : and how 
then ſhould they bearethe glory of 
his diuinity? Andin vs tis this ſame 
Gnofull nature , which only binders 
vs from the ſ1ghtand familiaritie of 
our God. What then ſhall wee doe, 
| but embrace the counſaile of the A- 
; poſte'S. 1obn? Wheſoener hath this hepe 
' :n him{elfe (namely to ſee God) pur- 
| geth buyſetfe, enen as God ts pure . We 
mult remoue our {innes, and drawe 
' the powers of our ſoules, to ſome 
| neerer confornuty with the Lord,if 
 ſobe we hope to dwell with him. For | 
' withont peace and ſanttification, no man 
, can ſee the Lord. 

| Bntheereagaineitis to beasked, 
| how ſaies /acob be ſawe the face of 
, God; ſeeing the Lorde gauc Moſes 
this anſwere when he ſoughtaſight 
of his face? No man can ſee me, and luce: 
and we know that the Baptiſt ſaith, 
| No man hath ſeene God at any time, but 
the Sonne, who  coe from the boſome of | 


, 


the 


1, Ioh, 3." 


Heb. 12. 


In what 
ſence ſaith \ 
Iicob, ne 
ſawe the 
face of 
God. 


——C—— — 


_ 


| | 15 it then I ſay, that [acob heere ſaith, 
| 


| yow, 1 will be knowne to him by a viſion, | 
EE to bun by a drcame : 12 

uant Nioſes « net ſo, who i faithfaull in 
allmy Gouſe , tobim willl ſpeake month to 

{ mouth, not m aarke wordes, and be ſha 


Jacobs Wreſiling. 
| the Father, he hath renealed hin. How 


I baxe ſeene God, face to face? 

I anſ{were, that thisis ſpoken in 
| compariſon of other viſions, and re- 
| uelations made to /acob before: his 
; meaning is no other , but that he had 
now ſfeenethe Lord, by a more ex- 
 cellent and notable manner of a ppa- 
rition,then euet he had ſeene before. 
And where doſes 1s ſaid to haue 
ſeene the Lord face to face,this 15 0n- 
ly ſpoken in compariſon of Moſes, 
with other Prophets, v-ho had not 
foclearea reuclation of the majeſtic 
of God, as Meſes had: this is euident 


6 em. —_—_— 


there be a Prophet of the Lorde among 


[Tee the ſemilitnde of the Lord . Yealet 


—— -_--- _-_____—  . -_ 


3 


out ofthe Lordes owne wordes. 1f | 


| 


no. 


| only 


I" 


——— 
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wordes, that any of the Fathers ſaw 
the Lord as he is; thou canſt not ſee 
the ſunne as it 1s . Pethata farre off 


lookes to the ſca, ſaies trulie thathee 


[no man thinke, bereuls of theſe pany <a 


hath ſcene the ſea : but what is it} 


es. aat 


| 


man ſawe 
the Lorde 
as he 18,0n 
the carth. \ 


thathe ſees , in reſpect of that which 

he ſeecthnot? Yea wee cannotſee a 

mortall man as heis, and how then 
| ſhall we ſee the Lord, asheis? If the 
Fathers had ſeene the Lord, as heis, 
then all the Fathers had ſeene him 
one manner of way; becauſe Godin 
himſelfe is one, fimple, and vndivi- 
ded eflence: but they ſaw himmany 
manner of waies , in divers formes, 
and apparitions. To /acob hee ap- 


.| peared in the forme of a man; to} 


Meſes he appeared ina fierie buſh; to 
the 1/rachites in a clowde; to Ehasin a 
ſoft and calme ayre; to Eſay in ano- 
ther manner of viſion: all which doe 


prooue,that he ſhewed nothimſeltfe, | 


2 
E. 


—_ —— _—— — —_—— I —_— 
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| only in ſuch manner of manifeſtati- 
on, as the Lord thought moſt expe- 
| dient for the time. | 
| Neoicher But what ſpeakeT of the ſight of 
ſhall wee | God on theearth 2 we ſhall not ſee 
fecthelord | him as he i3 in the heauens . For c- 
- 490 ” ven theſe holy Angels which ſtand 
| is,& why? | about his throne, are deſcribed vnto | 
* | vs, couenins their faces with their | 
two wings, witnelsing thereby, that | 
there is a God, of a more infinite | |; 
glory 5 then they areable to com- | 
pretend; And. no meruaile. Fore» | |; 


'uery creature, Man, or Angell,isin- | | 
finite: a veſlell of limitate, and defi» 
nite bonndes . Now ſure it is, that 
no finite_thing, can comprehend | ' 
that which is finite, that peace of | | 
Goa, promufed vnto vs, paſſeth allyn-| , 
derſtanding : and theſe thinges prepared| + 
for vs, are ſuch, a4 the hart of man can-| 
| wot vnderſiand, What then ſhall wee | | 
thinke ofhim, who prepared them? 


({ Muſt not his g lorious majeſtic by| 
nifirnte | | 


Jeennonos — — — 


—_—_—_—_——_wwl 
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infinite degrees furpaſle the rea reach 


of our ynderſtanding? 

Yet I ſpeake not this to take a- 
. way that fight of God, which wee 
ſhall haue-in 1 the heauens. Itmuſt be 


true which the Apoſtle faith, Wwe = 
ſee him as_he & , it being vn O 
h theſe reſtritions : : Firlt - 


wit 
fight of God which we will havein 
heauen, ſhall be my inreſpe& of 


vs; the Lord ſhall dwell in vs fullic, 
and replen1 wer, and fa- 
cultie of ſoulc _— body. with be 
joyfull preſence. Hee ſhall fill m 


wholeminde wit nodark- 
nes Cleft in it: he ſhall quic- 


ken my whole hart , nomore dead- 
nes Thall be init, and the whole af- 


fetions ſhall be repleniſhed with 
his peace, and | Joy . Now the Lord 


dwelles in vs, but hee alles vsnot. 
We are yet ungry, and thirſtie: We. | 


| bnowe, but in part, but in the heauens 


we c ſhall be filled) [perfectly w th that 
BD ue 


Whae 
light of 
G4 ſhall 
we haue 
in the hea 
uens? 


he 


fight inre 
ſpe& of vs 


Do. 


- | the holy ſpirit, «taſting taſte , and con- 


{ | godly inthe heanens , to veſſels calt 


: large, they ſhall be filled full of wa- 


ter; and yet that which they con- 
aine, 1s nothing in po of 
Tat grcat_aboundance, which is 
about them. So euery godly man 
"glorified in heaven, ſhall be fullic 


If 


filled with Gods comfortable pre-' 


reſence, mhergin i the fulnel[e of ion: 
the Lord ſhalFt e allthings, mal. 


| vrro v5. Now the greateſt meaTure | 
of the Tenceof mercy , is called by 


how grations the Lords: but there 
is promiſed vnto vs a full LaisfaRti- 


ons 1e-/ſhall beſetisfied: Incbriabor ab v- | 


| more: »ut we ſhall not bee able to 
comprehend all that is in the Lord. 
Mev/tine exprefierh this 
per {im tude: for he compares the 


into the ſea, were they neuer {0 


 —_— — 


bertate domw tha, I calthis ghtper- | 


ted in reſpet of vs; the Lord thall | 
All all thatzs.1n ys,we ſhall defireno 


"a PIro- | 


ſence, | 


——— 


[ 
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ſence, ſothat he ſhal know no want, 
and yet ſhall he not be able to com- 
prehend that inhnite majeftie, and 
peace, and joy, and glory, of the in- 
comprehenſible God .. Therefore 
ſaid I, that ireſpeR of vs, we ſhall 


of God, thatis,fo farre as we 
capable of b1z . Menſuram plenam, 
& ſuperfluentem tunc dabu #1 ſms we- 
ftros. A good meaſure, preſt, & run- 
ning ouerſith our Saniour,thall be 
then ginen into your boſomes. 
Secondly, that fight of God, that 
in heaven wee ſhall enjoy, ſhalTÞee 
immediate,and this is luch a ſight;,as 
nonecan vnderſtand till wee getit. 
Yer to inakeitas plaine as we may, 
letvs compare it with thatwhich we 


haue heere inearth. The fightthat 
now weebaueof God, is as rhrowgh: 


have_in tl;e heanens a pertet fig ht |' 


7 Fraſſe or a waile, that 18, by mediate | 
revelations. Now we know him, by 


Luc, 


2 
It ſhall be 
an imme- | 
diate (ight.; 


Teeing hun in his.creatures:weknow | 
52a L Tm 


— HE CY — i—_ 
«4 —_ 
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No fight 
of God in 
heauen, ex 
cept firſt 
we ſce him 
inthe 
earth. 
And here- 
unto three 


things are 


-jto be re- 
quired, 


et tec 


—— 
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himyby hearing him in his word: we 

know him alſoeuenin the carth, by 

ſpiritual meditation, that begettet 

ome ſecret ſenſe ot his mercie : yet 

| all theſe are a walking by faith, wot by 

Jehr; attheleaſt, buta darke aght of 
| 


od, and through couerings: but in 


alues, but by an immediate fight, 
which we ſhal then beſt vnderſtand 
(as Ifayde) when wee ſhall attaine 
vnto it . The Lorde ofthis mercy 
purge and prepare Vs intime, and 
then haſten that day, wherein wee 
ſhall ſeehim. Ba 
And yet becauſeeternall life muſt 

be begunneon theearth; and thatit 
is hot poltiblewecan ſee God in the 
heauen, vnlefle we haue firſt ſcene 
him in theearth; let vs take licede 
.vato thoſe three things whereby we 
may attaine vnto the {ightof God. 
Firſt remernber, thatGod, without 


| his ownelight, cannotbe ſeene;the 


tne 


the heauen we ſhall ſee him , notbF 


| | 


cie,! 


— —__—___S. 


ad 


—_— 


omn= 
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cic, ſuppoſeitbean organeof fight, 
were-it neuer ſo quick, ſeethnothing 
in the darke ; the Sunne, without the 
Sunne cannot be Teene : farre Ielle 
can the Lord be ſeene without the” 
Lord. Tn «by 77ht (laith the Dlal- 
milf) hallwefie obs . It thereforewe 
would beginne to ſee the Lorde, /er 
vs walke i bus tight , making his word 
a lant-hornc to our feete, in all our 
waies taking heede vnto it , as vnto 
amoſt ſure word, and alight ſhining in 
darkneſſe,therewithall the 
ordes prayer, Open my ees, that 1 
may lee the wonders of thy lawe. 
Secondly , wee mult remember, 
that wee cannot ſee God without 
ſome ſi:militude, & conform 
him. Therefore ſaith Chriſt, 


are the pore in pit for they fel [ge 
Among all the members of the 

dy, nonecanſeethe Sunne , butthe 
eve , becauſe of ſome {imilitude 


To hath | 


es 
—_— 


that is betweene them. For as God | 


Pal, 


——_ Alt Qld. od 


Ang. ſcr.10 | 


. Tacobs Wreſtling 


hath ſet i peynaircguo in the great 
world, the Sunne and the Moone in 
the firmament, as inſtrumentes of 
lightto ſerve it : ſo hath he placed 
& VIKBLXOT UM in the little worlde , 
(whichis Man)two eics i the high- 
eſt part of his body , as organcs of 

lightto ſerue him . But the eye be- 
| ing any way troubled, or offended, 
| as weſceby experience, abhors the 
| light, wherein it otherwiſe delights: 
and after the ſame manner,the mind 
of man polluted with finne, neither 
| can, nor dare looke vp to the Lord. 
Ocutus cords perturbatus , auertit (e 4 
Ice inſt1112, nec audet eam contemplari. 


! Theeyeof the hart being perturbed | 


| (fcairh Auguſtine) turneth it ſelfe,a- 
' way from thelight of righteouſnes, 
{ and dares not behold iz . And tothe 
| ſame cite he ſais in another place, 
| Mate vinendo videria Dtopotes, videre 
| Deum non pores, bene autem vinendo & 


| riders, Cwides . Tf thou live an euill 


life, 


— —_—_ — — 


- Io . 
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life, thou ſhalt be ſeenc of God, but 
{haltnot ſee him : but if thou-liue a 


] 
| 
him, but thou maiſt alſo ſcehim. So | 
neceſlary is this conformity with | 
God by ſanQification, that without | 


\1t we cannot ſee God. 
| Thirdly,to theſightof God, FRE 
15 requilite attention 1 and conlidera- 
tion, a meeke, and quiet ſpirit. A| 
' hart ſtabliſhed by grace, ſeperate 
from other thinzes,and intended on 
the Lord, Ocutus oats 204 Vi- 
det etiam, guzanteeſunt : A watering 
and reeling eye,lees not theſe things 
which are before itz and an vnſtable 
mind, tolled too wad fro with reſtles 
cares,and perturbations,is not meete 
' to ſee the Lord. When the Lord ap- 
cared to Elyah there went before 
Ie im, a mighty wind,an earth-quake 
and fire: Þur God was not in oneof 
' themz he followed ina ſoft, and ftill 


good life, not only art thouſcene of | 


L 3 meeke, 


voice,to teach vs,that we mult haue | 


Attention, 
and conſh. 
deration, 


—_— 


The other 
1 thing wher 
; inTIacob 
| ſhewes bis 
| thankful- 
y nes, is his 


] obediece, 


| lacobs Wreſtling, n 


'meeke, ſetled, and pacified fpirites, 
if we looke that God ſhould be fa- 
miliar with vs : and we muſt ſet the 

res of our ſoules ſtable, and fixton 
the Lord; attending on his ſhining 
mercies , like the cies of ſeruants on 
their maſters, ay, & while the Lord 
hath mercy vpon vs. Theſe are 
the principall helpes, whereby the 
fight of God is begunne in earth, | 
| wich will beperfe&ed in heauen. | 


Verſe 31. Andthe Surnearoſe to 
bim. 


He other thing wherein zcob 

vttereth his thankfulneſle, is in 
the obediencehe giues tothe Lords 
calling, walking on inthe journey, 
which God commanded him. With- 
out this, the other had bin nothing; 
for except we obey , and ſeruc the 
Lorde in our callinges , doing that 


wluch 1s commanded vs; wherein 
can | 


—_— 


— —— —_ _ 
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can webethaukfull to him? & trulic 
thereisno better toke , that we haue 
becne refreſhed by the countenance 
of God, who is the ſtrength of his 
people, than this, if with boldnes, & 
ſpirituall courage, we followe him, 
where away hecalles vs, albeit wee 
ſhould finde neuer ſo many impedi- 
ments before vs. 

But itis to be marked, that Joſes 
Gayh he halted as he went on in his 
journey . This is the meruaylous 
working of the Lord no doubt, that 
lacob being hurt in the night,and his 


; thigh bone disjoynted 3 yet walkes 


vpon themorne,and the hurt, which 
he receiued of the Lord, hinders him 
not, nor ſtaies him from going for- 
ward inthe journey, which was en- 
joyned him by the Lord , We haue 
ſhewed you before , how the chul- 
dren of God in their wreſtlings doe! 
in ſuch ſort preuaile , that they gette 
no victory withouta woundz whois 


La able 


1 
Iacob his 
wounde 
makes him 
not" giue 
ouer the 
tourney, 


"— 


-—— ————_ . 


| 


And the 
wound es 
which the 
godly re- 
ceiue in 
the ſpiritu- 
all combat 
make the 
ſtronger, 
and more 
circum= 
ſpect, "<. | 


| Lorddoth ſo diſpencethe ſpiritua)l 


4 a £ mw . _ 


| 


| &<circumlpettion1n all their waies, 
| anda greater fernencic, and zealeto 
| runne out the race, which is ſet Ec- 


Wm 
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able toſay; that hehath in ſuch ſort 
fought againſt Satan, and ſinne, but 
oftentimes he hath bin buffeted by 
Satan , and wounded by ſinne. Yet 
{uchis the gratious diſpenſation of 
the Lord, that as /acobs hurt. made 
him not gine over the journey, but 
rather confirmes him to goe for- 
ward with greater boldnes,now hal- 
ting en one thigh, then before when 
hee went ſtrait vpon both : ſo the 


battailes of his chiſdren, that out of 
their manifold falles , and buffets, | 
and woundes, which they receive m 
chis warfare, he workes in them a 

reater hatred of finne and loue of 
TT a greater attention, 


forethem, and torenne the battailc 
again(t Satan and (inne. 
And this we may ſee clearely jn 


Damid, | 


—— 


_ 
——_ 
— +a: — _—_— 
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Dazid, who after his adultery and 
murder, being renued by repen- 
tance, riſeth againe with a greater 
hatred of ſinne, :md more earneſt 
deſire of mercy, then cuer hee had 
before. And did not Perers fall bring 
forthin like manner the like fruites 


| in him, that he ſheddeth teares now 


more abundantly, then at any time 
before? He now ſtandes boldly to 
confelle the Lord Ieſus: before the 
Councell, whome before he had de- 
nied before adamſell; and in all the 
relt ofhis life, he ſhewes himſelfean 


example of godly zeale, labouring 


| to confirme his brethren by a good 


converſation, whome beforc he had 
offended by his ſtumbling, and fal- 


ling. Thusthe Lord, by ſome one 


ſinve, wherein he ſiffereth his chil- |: 
dren to haue experience of their |. 
weaknes , wakeneth them to a.nar- | 
| rower inquiſition of their linnes;for | 


alightpainein the head, men runne 


Example 


hereof in 


a 


| 


nor”. 


Dauid , & 
Peter. 


—_—_— 


' 


| oftentimes they palle over imalTins, 
| without remorſe,the Lord permittes 
them to Tallinto TS ſo they 


This com 
meth not 
of anie 
goodnefle. 
in vs, but 
of the lord 
his merua1 
lous diſpe- 
ſation. 
At7,a4B0- 
nifac . lib.3 . 


cap. 7. CY 


—_ 7] 


ALT. decor | 


_——_——— — —_— 


Jacobs Wretting, © | 


notay tothe Phyſitian , nor to the 
water for a light ſpottein their gar- 
ments: but if the defiling be great, 
then doe we take occaſion thereat, 
to waſh awaycuen the ſmalleſt pot 
thatisinthem. Sothe godly, w: 


may be moued to mourning , and 
haſten to an earne[Freformation of 


OO ————_— 


Where we are not to thinke, that 
this commeth ofany goodneſle that 
151invs, orin ſinne which we haue 
brought forth , but of the excellent 
wiſcdome and goodneſle of God: 
Dew etiam ſummu eſt medicua, qui be- | 
ne. nou vis enim malis : For God is 
that greatPhyſitian, who can vſcto 
—_; euen thole things which are | 
cull, And ir dont Tajeth theTame 
father} more aduauncethe gloric of 
Gods goodneſle; Etians de "I rac 


| _ 


——_—_—_—___ 


 butThall not confound ys, ſo that 
weeleaue off the race and courſe to 


F Jacobs Wreſtling. 
[acere, quam mala eſſe non ſmere : Even 


to drawe good out of euill , rather 
thagthat hee {ſhould ſufter ewill not 
robe. Thus the Lord our God ma- 
Feth all things ferve and worke for 
the belt to them thatlouehim : ſo as 
euen the wounds which wee receive 
in Tpirituall Wreſtlings, may well 
worke 1n vs a greater humiliation, 


: our heauenly Canaan. Wherein if 
| wecannotalway runin theſtrength 
of the Spirite with E/yahz yet let vs 
by Gods grace endeuour to halt for- | 


ward with /acos, at the leaſt, creepe | 
forward towardes our h ly Fa- 


' ther, as his ſittle babes and children, 


who are but yet learving to walke : 
proceeding alway from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, till wee appeare before the 


| the Lord that is the Anthony end Fini- 
fer of our faith , the beginner and 


face of our Godin S10n » whereunto | 


| 


_— 


- _ = « & A _e i _ 
>—- # Y ” +. - 
, & * ; 


og lacobs Wreſilme. 1 
zerfiter of our ſaluation may bring 


vs of ils great Tnercie 1n Uhritt 1E- 
(ut CO [ ame p 1 t e ather, 


_ the Holy Sprite be all praile, 
| w—— 
and =—x and glorie 7 


ever, and cuer, | 
| e-tmen,... 


